
Regional Planning Functions of The Regional 
Assembly



• The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) is 
Statutory Strategic policy document which sets out a vision 
and framework for the strategic planning and economic 
development of the region to 2031

• Overarching purpose of the RSES is to support the 
implementation of the National Planning Framework (NPF) 
& Government Economic Policies

• Sets the framework for local planning and economic 
development

• Adoption of RSES a Reserved Function



NPF/RSES Strategy

oShift in Regional balance – an additional 1m people by 
2040: By increased growth in the regions - ‘50:50’ 
target to address the spatial, societal, and 
environmental issues facing Ireland

oSupporting ambitious growth of the four cities to 
enable them grow as viable alternatives to Dublin & 
Improvement to Dublin.

oStructural change through Regional Growth Centres 
and Key Towns and rural areas.

oCompact growth, quality development, placemaking.



Scope and Content of RSES

• An Integrated Spatial and Economic Strategy to support 
and implement the national policy objectives set out in the 
National Planning Framework

• Focus on higher level policies 

• Focus on settlements of key regional importance & sets 
population targets 

• Climate Change – Regional Renewable Electricity Strategy

• Includes a MASP for Cork, Limerick and Waterford

• Sequencing of infrastructure prioritisation, delivery and 
co-ordination, and deliver compact growth.

• Strategies for Rural Areas

• Emphasis on Transport and Connectivity



VISION:

‘to make the Southern Region one of 
Europe’s most creative & innovative,
greenest and liveable Regions’ 

STRATEGY STATEMENTS

11 Strategy Statements on Key Themes

RPOs – Regional Policy Objectives

MASPs – Metropolitan Area Strategic Plans



RSES 

STRATGEY 











Significant Challenges & Difficult Choices

• Significant Population Growth

• High levels of Economic Growth

• Need to reinvigorate Rural areas

• Climate Change

• Renewable Energy – RRES



Significant Opportunities

• Regional Assembly at the forefront of change in 

Ireland over the next 20 years

• Next RSES has huge potential and significance

• SRA proactive organisation with commitment to 

the Region

• Strong interaction between EU & Planning Side
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