
Lero, The SFI 
Research Centre 
for Software  
Lero brings together leading software teams from 
universities and institutes of technology in a  
co-ordinated centre of research excellence with  
a strong industry focus.

As the world’s second largest software exporter, Ireland is recognized internationally 
as a leading location for companies in the software sector. Fifteen out of the top 20 
global technology firms have strategic operations in Ireland. Lero is a key pillar in 
that sector. Since it was founded in 2005, Lero has become one of the best-known, 
and most highly regarded, software research centres in the world.

Research Programmes

Research Areas

Lero has expertise across multiple 
disciplines from deep theoretical 
computer science and formal methods 
through to participatory design, 
human-computer interaction, ethics 
and values. Lero works collaboratively 
with industry partners to identify and 
solve specific problems. 

Lero’s research programme comprises 
systems (what we build), methods 
(how we build) and context (for the 
world we want) in six key application 
domains:

 Connected autonomous vehicles

 Health, wellbeing & human 
Performance

 Smart communities/cities

 GovTech

 FinTech

 AgriTech & food

Industry and 
Commercialisation

Lero works with a wide range of 
industry sectors, stage agencies, 
educational bodies and international 
collaborators to deliver on its twin 
goals of research excellence and social 
and economic relevance.

Context
Values
Governance

For The World We Want

Methods
Processes
Tools and platforms

How We Build

Systems
Connected systems
Next generation architecture

What We Build



Key Contacts

Industry partners include:

Joe Gibbs     
General Manager
Joe.Gibbs@Lero.ie

Denise Manton    
Business Development Manger
Denise.Manton@Lero.ie 

Clare McInerney    
Education and Outreach Manager
Clare.McInerney@Lero.ie

Nicola Corless    
Marketing and  
Communications Manager
Nicola.Corless@Lero.ie

Professor Brian Fitzgerald    
Centre Director 
Brian.Fitzgerald@Lero.ie 

Professor Brian Fitzgerald has been a Science Foundation Ireland Principal Investigator 
(PI) since 2002. He was one of the pioneers of research into Open Source software 
and is widely recognized as a global leader in the study of software development 
processes and methods. He was one of the founding PIs in Lero where he has been a 
researcher since its inception, apart from a period from 2008-2011, when he served as 
Vice-President for Research at the University of Limerick. Currently, Director of Lero, he 
previously held the role of Chief Scientist. He also holds an endowed professorship, the 
Frederick A. Krehbiel Chair in Innovation and Business Technology, at the University 
of Limerick. He was recently elected as President of the Association for Information 
Systems, the global body for information systems worldwide.

Education and Public Engagement:

Lero, in collaboration with Science Foundation Ireland, is 
involved in many local and national events including Smart 
Futures, Coder Dojo, EU Code Week, Pint of Science, the 
Scratch Competition, and Techweek. Lero has significant 
involvement in introducing computer programming into 
the primary and post-primary school curriculum.

Lero promotes awareness in technology through 
initiatives such as:

	 Scratch Programming in primary schools 

	 The Junior Cycle Short Course in Coding 

	 Summer Computing Camps

Lero is also involved in computer science at Leaving Certificate 
and has conducted research for the National Council for 
Curriculum and Assessment around the provision of computer 
science in upper second level education internationally. 
Lero develops and researches Professional Development 
(PD) for teachers in computer science, in collaboration with 
Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST) and 
Junior Cycle for Teachers (JCT).
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