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Who is this policy framework for?
This framework has been prepared by the Department of Public Expenditure Infrastructure Public Service Reform and Digitalisation (DPER) following discussion and engagement with a range of stakeholders interested in promoting Cohesion Policy in Ireland over the 2021-2027 programming period.  Its aim is to set out support to NGO’s and other local and or community based organisations to assist with reaching citizens to communicate and enhance the visibility of the Cohesion Policy Funds in Ireland.

This framework is intended to set out guidelines for the awarding of sponsorship / prizes the purpose of which is to promote awareness and visibility of Cohesion Funds insofar as possible in Ireland. They are not of themselves part of the regulatory legislative package and should not be taken as imposing any additional requirements on those involved. 

This initiative comes from the spirit of partnership which is a key principle of Cohesion Policy.  The partnership principle lies at the very heart of the EU’s cohesion policy. A process involving public authorities, economic and social partners, and civil society, partnership reinforces the legitimacy of EU policymaking and, by increasing ownership of the policy on the ground, can help to communicate the results of the EU.
[bookmark: _Toc184902983]General Background
Improving the visibility of cohesion policy has become a major priority in recent years. Every year Cohesion funding supports thousands of projects across Europe, embodying the most tangible manifestation of the EU on the ground. More effective communication of these interventions helps boost awareness of the benefits of the EU to people’s lives and improve the public image of the Union. This view is supported by the results of a number of research studies which have found evidence that Cohesion Policy has a positive influence on citizens’ attitudes towards the European project.
With this in mind, Member States and the European Commission have committed to stepping up efforts in communicating the cohesion funds, including through more cooperation. In its conclusions of 25 April 2017 the Council made a plea to all authorities engaged in programme delivery in Member States to increase and enhance their communication “more widely and in a systematic way” of the opportunities, results and impact of the policy. This call was considered to be at once a duty and an opportunity. 
Communicating Europe is a joint responsibility, shared between European, national and local institutions. Improving the visibility of EU funding achievements will benefit the reputation of national and local institutions as they are ultimately in charge of delivering the programmes. The emphasis in the current programming round is on promoting cooperation and coordination of communication activities across all the funds and across all levels of implementation.  The overall approach to communication also aligns with DPER’s communication strategy for 2023 – 2025 the objective of which is to communicate consistently and effectively to support of the delivery of its mission, the trust of the public and the engagement of its staff.
The information and communication rules for the European Union’s Cohesion Policy Funds are set out in EU Regulation 2021/1060[footnoteRef:1] of 24 June 2021 commonly known as the Common Provisions Regulation (CPR), particularly Articles,46 to 50 and Annex IX.  The overall aim of communications for EU funding is:  [1:  Uhttps://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/1060/oj/engx - 02021R1060-20240630 - EN - EUR-Le] 


· to ensure visibility of the role and support provided by the EU
· to promote an understanding of the objectives of the EU funds, and
· to provide information on the opportunities, results and impact of EU funding

Two sets of Communication Guidelines[footnoteRef:2] for the 2021 – 2027 period have been developed to help and assist all those involved at different levels in delivering on the communication and visibility requirements set out in the Regulations. [2:  Ehttps://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-public-expenditure-ndp-delivery-and-reform/publications/cohesion-policy-funds-2021-2027-regulations-and-guidance/EU Funds Communications Guidelines 2021-2027] 


The first of these was prepared by the National Communications Committee and was developed as a practical handbook particularly aimed at beneficiaries and those delivering projects on the ground.

These were accompanied by Departmental Communication and Visibility Guidelines for Cohesion Policy Funds 2021- 2027, Recovery and Resilience Fund 2020 - 2026 and Brexit Reserve Fund 2020 – 2023.   These Guidelines were intended to set out the key regulatory requirements regarding information, visibility and communication linked to the Cohesion Policy Funds, the RRF and the BAR for all those involved in delivering programmes. They were not of themselves part of the regulatory legislative package and should not be taken as imposing any additional requirements on those involved. Likewise, the determining reference in all cases will be the relevant Regulations for each of the respective funds. 


The forms of support by Member States to beneficiaries are set out in Article 52 as follows:

“Member States shall use the contribution from the Funds to provide support to beneficiaries in the form of grants, financial instruments or prizes or a combination thereof.”  

Beneficiaries are defined in the CPR as “a public or private body, an entity with or without legal personality, or a natural person, responsible for initiating or both initiating and implementing operations;”

With regard to communication and visibility activities to be supported under this sponsorship framework Beneficiaries do not have to be involved in operations but are expected to adhere to the regulatory requirements to the greatest extent possible.

In the case of the funding for communication activities using any of the forms of support provided for in the regulations the amounts involved comprise part of Irelands Technical Assistance expenditure as provided for in Article 36.1.
[bookmark: _Toc184902984]Cohesion Policy in Ireland
Cohesion Policy is the European Union's strategy to promote and support the ‘overall harmonious development’ of its Member States and regions by strengthening economic, social and territorial cohesion through measures aimed at reducing disparities in the level of development between regions, with the legal basis set out in Article 174 TFEU. 

The Common Provisions Regulation (CPR) (Regulation 2021/1060) is the common rule book for eight EU funds under shared management and as such it provides one single approach for communications covering: 

1. European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 
2. European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) 
3. European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMAFF) 
4. EU Just Transition Fund (EUJTF) 
5. Cohesion Fund 
6. Asylum and Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) 
7. Internal Security Fund (ISF) 
8. Border Management and Visa Instrument (BMVI). 

As Ireland no longer receives support from the Cohesion Fund and as we are not part of Schengen neither the Cohesion Fund nor the BMVI are relevant in an Irish context.

In line with the regulatory requirements, Ireland has appointed a single national communications coordinator with responsibility for coordinating communications across the Cohesion Policy fund programmes and works closely with the appointed communication officers of each of the 6 funds in Ireland.

[bookmark: _Toc184902985]What is sponsorship
Sponsorship is an arrangement in which a sponsor provides a contribution in money or in kind to support an activity in return for certain specified benefits.  
Support through this initiative will promote Ireland’s Cohesion Policy at community events, initiatives or through publications etc.
[bookmark: _Toc184902986]Foundational Principles
The development of this framework is guided by the following core principles: 

Engagement: Communication efforts will target a wide range of audiences with key messages that are relevant & tailored to them and their needs. There will be a particular focus on the citizens, highlighting the positive contribution of EU funding to their lives by increasing visibility, using traditional and social media and participation in relevant events and activities.

Partnership:  Both parties are mindful of each other’s responsibilities, mandates and interests but committed to ensuring strong coordination, better alignment and improved integration and maximising visibility to the citizen 
. 
Enhancement:  Sponsorship will enhance the skills, knowledge and tools through capacity building and infrastructure development.
[bookmark: _Toc184902987]Assessment of Sponsorship Opportunities
The sponsorship framework and assessment processes is administered by the National Communication Coordination unit within DPER and proposals will be reviewed by the National Communication Committee (NCC).  The NCC comprises of: 

· National Communication Coordinator
· Communication Officer Member State 
· Communication Officer ESF+
· Communication Officer ERDF SE Programme
· Communication Officer ERDF NW Programme 
· Communication Officer EUJTF
· Communication Officer EMFAF
· Communication Officer AMIF
· Communication Officer ISF
· Communication Officer RRF
· Communication Officer BAR
· Communication Officer PEACEPLUS

Requests for support can be made following publication of a call on the Cohesion policy portal on the gov.ie website. 

[bookmark: _Hlk193889240][bookmark: _Toc184902988]The total budget allocated for support will not exceed €20,000 per annum. There will be no more than two calls per year with a maximum of 8 projects supported in any one year.  This will be reviewed annually.

Sponsorship Selection Criteria
[bookmark: _Hlk201662514]Requests for sponsorship will be considered at least twice yearly dependent on budgetary allocation and approved at the next meeting of the NCC.

When considering an application, the organisation will be assessed to see if the organisation and their request for support aligns with the policy objectives of Cohesion Policy 2021-2027: 

1. A more competitive and smarter Europe
2. A greener, low carbon transitioning towards a net zero carbon economy
3. A more connected Europe
4. A more social and inclusive Europe
5. Europe closer to citizens by fostering the sustainable and integrated development of all types of territories

[bookmark: _Toc184902989]Purpose of Sponsorship
Activities that are eligible for support under this framework include: 

· Engagement activities such as events / conferences
· Capacity Building & infrastructure development, such as website enhancement / development
· Provision of promotional merchandise

In order to receive support the organisation must agree to the following: 

· Complete the sponsorship agreement prior to the release of any funds
· Display the relevant logo’s as set out in the sponsorship agreement and appropriate guidelines
· Ensure statement of support is included in press releases and other literature / platforms as appropriate
· Participate in promotional or advertising activities 
· Allow access to special events


Any support granted is for the purpose of supporting activities and resources linked to the communication and visibility of EU funds and cannot be used for the direct support of advocacy and lobbying work of EU institutions, as set out in S.I. No. 694/2023 - European Union (Financial and Compliance Checks) (No. 2) Regulations 2023
In accordance with Articles 107–109 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) and relevant EU State aid regulations, applicants must ensure that any funding received through this programme is compliant with State aid rules.

The Recipient must ensure that there is no “double funding”.  Essentially, this means that if you have already received funding for these activities, it cannot be funded again for the same purpose, as this would be considered a duplication of funds.  
[bookmark: _Toc184902990]Sponsorship Agreement
All sponsorship agreements should be in writing.  The agreement should contain the following key terms: 

· Name of the organisation 
· Name of the sponsor
· Amount / form of sponsorship
· Name of activity / event being sponsored
· Benefits to sponsor – advertising / banners etc
· Payment Details 
· Termination Clause
[bookmark: _Toc184902991]Reporting and Monitoring 

Beneficiaries should maintain a communication file and retain evidence of communication activities.  

Following the event/activity the organisation must within two weeks or sooner provide the sponsor with details regarding the event/ activity including any press release, social media posts, photos etc.

Branding It is a requirement under the regulations that the emblem of the EU is prominently displayed on any communication material relating to the support received.  In addition to the EU emblem the Government of Ireland (GOI) mark must also be used to acknowledge the exchequer co-funding.  Further details on branding and copies of the logos can be found on the gov.ie website[footnoteRef:3] here   [3:  https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-public-expenditure-ndp-delivery-and-reform/publications/cohesion-policy-funds-2021-2027-regulations-and-guidance/] 
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In addition to the logos, the beneficiary of sponsorship should acknowledge support by the GOI and EU by include the following statement in relation to any communication activities relating to the support: 

‘This has been supported by the EU’s Cohesion Policy Funds and the Government of Ireland.’
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