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1.0 [bookmark: _bookmark0]Purpose of the Report
The purpose of this Director’s Report is to outline the main issues raised as part of the pre-draft, public consultation process for the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region 2027-2040 (RSES). While the report does not form part of the statutory plan procedure, it is intended to inform the Assembly Members of the relevant issues raised, and assist the team in collating the observations for consideration as part of the preparation of the Draft RSES1. The views and opinions expressed in this report are purely reflective of the submissions received and feedback from briefings and workshops, and do not necessarily reflect the position of the Southern Regional Assembly. Due to the cross-cutting nature of the RSES, in some instances the points categorised under one theme also relate to others.
It is structured as follows:
· Outlines the RSES process and expected timeframe.
· Highlights the main issues raised during the consultation period.
· Summarises the issues raised during the four stakeholder workshops and the public events.
· Gives an overview of the Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan (MASP) stakeholder briefings.
· Details the youth consultation process with Comhairle na nÓg.
· The main body of the report summarises the issues raised by the written submissions received during the consultation period.
· The appendix includes a list of all the written submissions received including web links to the individual submissions.
[image: The image depicts a conference room setting with tables and chairs, where participants are engaged in a discussion.]


[bookmark: _bookmark1]1 Section 32(3) of the Planning and Development Act 2024 (as amended), states that: before preparing a draft regional spatial and economic strategy or a draft revision to an existing strategy, a regional assembly shall consider any observations received under paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section 31 (i.e. made in writing).
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2.0 [bookmark: _bookmark2]RSES Process
The Assembly formally commenced a review of the RSES on 26 March 2026. A statutory period of public consultation took place for the submission of written observations (a period of not less than 8 weeks). The closing date for receipt was 22 May 2026. A link to the consultation portal with full details is available through the following link: https://consult.southernassembly.ie/
[image: RSES Adopted by December 2027]The following sets out a timeline for the RSES preparation:
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3.0 [bookmark: _bookmark3]Details of the Consultation Process
· Statutory notice in the Irish Independent newspaper marked the formal start of the review process on 26 March 2026. This highlighted the consultation portal and the process for making written submissions i.e. through the consultation portal, by e-mail or by post.
· A press release, social media posts and radio interview further publicised the process.
· Hard copies of the Issues Papers (with soft copies already available through the portal) were on public display at the Assembly offices and at the planning counters for each local authority in the Region.
· As required by the legislation, full details of the process was circulated to: the local authorities in the Region, An Coimisiún Pleanála, relevant Ministers of Government, public bodies and agencies, the Office of the Planning Regulator

(OPR), the Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA), and the National Transport Authority (NTA).
· The Assembly also undertook four in-person stakeholder workshops (see further details below) for local authorities, government departments, public bodies and community organisations as well as one online briefing (for stakeholders unable to attend in person).
· Four open house events took place for members of the public to drop in and discuss any issues with Assembly staff, following the in-person stakeholder workshops.
· Three, in-person stakeholder briefings for the metropolitan areas of Cork, Limerick-Shannon and Waterford took place.
· A process to engage young people through Comhairle na nÓg commenced.

4.0 [bookmark: _bookmark4]Next Steps
The Planning Team are currently in the process of preparing the Draft RSES and will consult the Assembly Members further as part of this process.

5.0 [bookmark: _bookmark5]Feedback and Issues Raised
The report focuses on the feedback received and issues raised during the consultation period. The engagement focused on four, key thematic areas: Liveable Region, Connected Region, Green Region and Competitive Region, as well as the role of Metropolitan Area Strategic Plans for Cork, Limerick-Shannon and Waterford.
Overall, some of the key issues highlighted are:
· Concerns relating to governance including the centralisation of funding decisions, and coherence between various government bodies and agencies.
· Challenges relating to implementation, including addressing infrastructural deficits to facilitate the level of growth envisaged for the region.
· Strong support for key ambitions such as creating sustainable communities with social infrastructure, public transport, active travel and employment opportunities required rather than focusing simply on housing delivery.
· Need to transition away from energy dependency on fossil fuels and develop indigenous, renewable sources of energy to address issues relating to climate change, price and energy security.
A total number of 145 valid written submissions were received as part of the consultation. As outlined in the chart below, the majority of these came from stakeholders engaged in “Industry and Commerce”, followed by “Semi-state/Other Public Institutions” and individuals.

Responses by Stakeholder Type
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The theme/focus of the written submissions was across a variety of topics, highlighting the cross-cutting nature of the RSES. A large number also referenced the theme “Green Region”, followed by “Connected Region” and “Liveable Region”.

Submissions by Primary Theme and Focus
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5.1 [bookmark: _bookmark6]Stakeholder Workshops
Over 200 stakeholders were identified and invited to participate, with engagement delivered through facilitated, in-person thematic workshops. Workshops were

structured to prioritise dialogue and knowledge-sharing. Sessions were well attended (between 42 and 52 attended each) and designed around a defined theme aligned with the current RSES. Stakeholders included representatives from local authorities; government departments, public bodies and state agencies, third level institutions, Public Participation Networks, Chambers of Commerce, and ports and airports in the region. Details of the key issues raised at each workshop are set out below.

	Liveable region - Tower Hotel Waterford, 13 April 2026

	Focused on: high level spatial and growth objectives for the region, and factors that define and enable a liveable region, and result in high quality of life and place.

	Key issues:
· Strong support for the concept of compact growth and delivering sustainable communities, which are supported by public transport and active travel, with support for mixed-use development including linkages between housing and employment areas, as well as community facilities and amenities.
· Need for consistent approaches to policy and joined-up thinking between different government bodies and agencies. The centralised nature of the state and state funding also causes challenges.
· Key obstacles to housing delivery include infrastructure deficiencies, and delays in its delivery.
· Need to target funding at addressing higher costs associated with more compact and sustainable forms of development, within existing cities, towns and villages. Approaches such as Town Centre First policy could be built on, but also do more to tackle issues such as vacancy, and dereliction.
· Need to address issues such as more a diverse and aging population and
different housing types needed.



	Connected region - Strand Hotel Limerick, 21 April 2026

	Focused on: the values, challenges and opportunities of a connected region as well as the identification, prioritisation and potential sources of funding for infrastructure and transportation.

	Key issues:
· Values of a Connected Region include fairness and spatial equity, decarbonisation and resilience, access for all, quality of life and value for money.
· Need for better alignment between transport, infrastructure delivery, and land use planning, with greater trust given and delegated authority to local
and regional bodies.



	Connected region - Strand Hotel Limerick, 21 April 2026

	· Need for easier access to funding, and reduction of silos with challenges including fragmented and complex funding systems and multiple uncoordinated agencies.
· Greatest impact in creating a connected region may come not only from hard infrastructure but from softer, multi-modal approaches that integrate walking, cycling and public transport.
· Transport-Oriented Development is identified as pivotal, requiring a clear and sustained government commitment to balanced regional
development.




	Green region - Anner Hotel Thurles, 27 April 2026

	Focused on: the environment and climate, energy, marine and coastal issues.

	Key issues:
· A Green Region requires alignment between climate action, marine planning, and land-use strategies. This must be enabled by a more influential role for the RSES and addressing the various institutional and infrastructural deficits that exist- providing for coordination between the Regional Assemblies, Uisce Éireann, EirGrid, ESB Networks, and the relevant transport authorities/providers.
· Embedding a mindset of shared stewardship and equity with strong reference to the concept of ‘A Just Transition’.
· Need for data availability and efficiency in mapping and data collection as a critical driver for effective policy-making for regional governance.
· Opportunities and Funding: need for targeted financial enablers (tax incentives for green initiatives), low-interest government lending attached to properties, and direct grants for nature-based solutions.
· Need to transition towards energy independence as set out in the revised NPF, as well as energy security and also ensure that there is coastal climate
resilience.



	Competitive region - City Hall Cork, 15 May 2026

	Focused on: current and future economic trends for the Region and key influences on the regional economy.

	Key issues:
· Balanced, place-based growth is essential- need to focus on regional identity, communities and social inclusion, culture including Night Time Economy and ensuring benefits of growth, particularly from FDI, are widely
shared across communities.



	Competitive region - City Hall Cork, 15 May 2026

	· Infrastructure delivery and governance issues (centralisation of funding decisions/allocation) are major barriers to competitiveness with persistent gaps in connectivity, housing, and services, combined with slow implementation and centralised decision-making.
· Future competitiveness depends on sustainability and innovation: built on green sectors, indigenous enterprise and entrepreneurship, innovation, skills, and collaboration.
· Clustering and corridors are important in supporting the ecosystem, e.g. targeted connectivity.
· Need for greater collaboration and joined-up thinking, e.g. public-private
partnerships.



[image: The image depicts people gathered around a tables in a workshop setting. ]

5.2 [bookmark: _bookmark7]Public Open House Events
Four open house events took place between 3 and 6.30 pm for members of the public to drop in and discuss any issues with Assembly staff, following the in-person stakeholder workshops in Waterford, Limerick, Thurles and Cork. Overall attendance

was low, despite paid promotion for social media posts highlighting the events, advertisements and listings in local newspapers, and radio advertisements promoting the Cork and Limerick events. However, it was considered a good opportunity to hear general issues and highlight the opportunity to make written submissions.
Some of the issues raised included:
· Cork MASP - concerns relating to excessive, low-density housing on the city periphery with poor levels of access to services and amenities; and the importance of delivering major public transport projects, including Cork Luas, in a timely manner.
· Limerick MASP - support for the ’15 Minute City’ concept and need to consider transport demand management and promote sustainable transport as a means to guide development; consider heritage and a wider range of uses to rejuvenate the city centre; consider more development and local services north of the river in Limerick City; recognise the role of engagement in the arts as part of wellbeing; and consider emerging areas of economic specialisation such as the space industry at Shannon Free Zone.
· For town centres - give greater consideration to access for people with disabilities.
· Need to widen policy considerations and thinking around renewable energy, particularly to provide for more innovative approaches to solar energy so that it works better alongside agriculture.
[image: The image displays a poster related to the Southern Regional Assembly, focusing on cultural heritage, recreation, and a green region.]

5.3 [bookmark: _bookmark8]MASP Stakeholder Briefings
Three briefing sessions took place for each of the Metropolitan Area Strategic Plans (MASPs) for Cork (at Cork City Hall), Limerick-Shannon (at LCCC Merchant’s Quay Offices) and Waterford (at Assembly House, Waterford). The stakeholder group was targeted to include: the relevant local authorities, government departments, state agencies and infrastructure providers, third level educational institutions, Education and Training Boards, Local Enterprise Offices, and Chambers of Commerce representatives, as well as representatives from the construction sector. The purpose of this engagement was primarily to inform these stakeholders of the plan process, and assist them in making a written submission, recognising their role in guiding metropolitan-scale growth; and investment and coordination across: land use, infrastructure, transport, housing, climate action, and economic development. Some of the key issues raised included: the need to prioritise key projects and strategic infrastructure including transport to enable ambitious growth; need for effective MASP implementation structures; need for support facilities for future population growth including educational facilities; and recognising the important role that third level institutions play.
5.4 [bookmark: _bookmark9]Youth Consultation
There is on-going youth engagement being delivered in partnership with Comhairle na nÓg, which is Ireland’s recognised youth participation structure and directly involves young people (aged 12-17) in evolving local and national services and policies. It is funded by the Department of Children, Disability and Equality and operates in each local authority area. Sessions are being facilitated by Comhairle na nÓg coordinators, supported by materials and guidance provided by the Assembly. This offers age-appropriate, accessible and engaging opportunities for young people to contribute as the RSES process progresses. Facilitation is focused on ensuring that discussion is inclusive, respectful and accessible.
5.5 [bookmark: _bookmark10]Summary of written submissions
The following summaries of written submissions received are categorised as follows:
· The Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) and the National Transport Authority (NTA) submissions are summarised first, highlighting their statutory roles as part of the plan process.
· The relevant government departments and the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly (EMRA) submissions follow.
· Local Authority submissions are then set out alphabetically.
· The submissions from public bodies, other organisations and individuals are grouped and summarised under the relevant themes.

	Submission from the Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR)
	Sub.
No.

	Under the Planning and Development (P&D) Act 2024, the OPR is required to evaluate and assess the RSES for consistency with legislative and policy requirements relating to planning. The RSES is the primary mechanism for delivering national planning policy at regional level, with the NPF emphasising its role in providing clear spatial direction for: significant population growth, delivering housing in appropriate locations, and meeting renewable energy targets.
The RSES should set out:
· A clear and coherent spatial framework with stronger alignment between housing, employment and infrastructure.
· Strategic locations for growth at scale, particularly within metropolitan areas to deliver on housing targets and achieve compact and sustainable patterns of development.
· Coordination across planning authorities as a central requirement.
· Clear framework for the prioritisation and delivery of key infrastructure.
· Implementation, governance and monitoring arrangements with clearly defined priorities, responsibilities and funding pathways, supported by measurable indicators.
The following broad areas should be followed in the draft RSES:
· Settlement Strategy - as a central component of the RSES to accommodate significant population growth to 2040.
· Metropolitan Area Strategic Plans - reflect key NPF requirements for population, compact growth, large-scale Transport Oriented Development (TOD) and governance or coordination of infrastructure.
· Housing - RSES should provide a clear framework for delivering housing in locations identified for growth, particularly in the metropolitan areas.
· Employment and economic development - clear framework for the spatial distribution of employment, aligned with housing/infrastructure.
· Transport and infrastructure - central priority is alignment of transport investment with settlement patterns (Climate Action Plan requirements).
· Renewable energy - Regional Renewable Energy Strategy (RRES) essential to establishing material consistency with NPO 74 of the NPF.
· Climate change adaptation and mitigation - Climate mitigation and adaptation should be fully integrated in the RSES.
· Marine and coastal matters - Coastline requires coordinated land and
maritime planning and full consideration of region’s ports and harbours.
	81



	· Social infrastructure - Access to quality childcare, education and health services is essential and there is a need to support the development
of rural areas.
· Environment, Heritage and Gaeltacht – Highlights the National Biodiversity Action Plan 2023-2030 (NBAP), language plans, Gaeltacht, landscape strategy and addressing flood risk.
· Implementation and Monitoring - a robust approach to monitoring and reporting should be established in the RSES.
· Structure, format, and opportunities for streamlining and consistency - Need to streamline and enhance the structure and format of the strategy, while also promoting greater consistency and coordination with the other regional assemblies on common matters.
	

	Submission from the National Transport Authority (NTA)
	Sub. No.

	The NTA’s submission is made in accordance with the statutory requirements of the P&D Act 2024, to submit a report to the Assembly on matters that should be considered by the assembly in making or revising the RSES. It highlights the following:
· Existing Metropolitan Area Transport Strategies (MATS) for each of the metropolitan areas in the Southern Region (Cork, Limerick-Shannon and Waterford) should directly inform land use planning principles and objectives of the RSES, and the NTA will collaborate with the Assembly on this.
· The primary policy approach as set out in the NPF for reducing transport emissions and achieving sustainable development patterns is the ‘Avoid-Shift-Improve’ approach.
· Key objectives are required for: Transport Orientated
Development (TOD); prioritisation of future growth in existing, higher order settlements that are well served by public transport; and addressing principles of Compact Growth and Sequential Development.
· Promote implementation of measures at local level such as: Local Transport Plans; Demand Management in line with Moving Together - A Collaborative Approach to Systems Change in Transport 2026-2030; reduction in car parking provision, and behavioural change.
· Support the following measures: Transition to electric vehicles; actions in the Road Haulage Strategy 2022-2031 and Moving Together document related to freight; and promotion of electric bus fleet.
· Include appropriate objectives to protect the primary function of the
national road network in line with Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2012) and; support investment and
	48



	delivery of projects aligning with the three MATS and Transport Sectoral Investment Plan.
· A priority list of projects is included with the submission which the RSES should support over its lifetime. Further major schemes for the metropolitan areas will not progress in this period unless and until they are assessed by the NTA and included in subsequent MATS.
	

	Submissions from Government Departments
	Sub. No.

	The Department of Education and Youth submits that the RSES should:
· Support the provision of school accommodation, including the development of new schools, the expansion or alteration of existing ones and the development of wider infrastructure and amenities to support primary and post-primary schools serving all communities.
· Support the provision of additional Special Education Needs (SEN) provision at both primary and post-primary level.
· Ensure that there is sufficient school development to meet projected population growth in existing built-up areas.
· Ensure that schools are located at the heart of new and expanding sustainable communities, providing maximum benefit to the community during and after school hours. Other community facilities and amenities should also be located close to school facilities so that these uses can complement each other.
	131

	The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht submits that:
· Our Rural Future policy paper (due for publication) should inform preparation of the RSES. This will address challenges and opportunities for investment in services and infrastructure in rural areas, supports for rural enterprise and building resilience in rural communities.
· Rurality of regions should be considered in more detail in the RSES and recommends undertaking a rural proofing exercise.
· The typologies and characteristics of various rural areas within the region and rural classifications should be considered.
· The important role of libraries as community hubs is highlighted.
· Ongoing engagement with Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs) is encouraged.
· The RSES should align with national frameworks and funding streams for the Irish language, including Straitéisí Náisiúnta Teanga with the objective to sustainably develop Gaeltacht areas and cultural heritage..
	25



	The Department of Transport submits the following:
· The new RSES should be fully aligned with the following transport policies: The National Sustainable Mobility Policy (SMP) and Moving Together: A Collaborative Approach to Systems Change in Transport 2026-2030.
· The need to strengthen policy alignment and implementation mechanisms to deliver National Strategic Outcomes 1 ‘Compact Growth’ and 4 ‘Sustainable Mobility’ of the NPF, given the critical role compact growth plays in reducing travel demand and enhancing transport system efficiencies.
· Transport planning investment priorities be incorporated into the statutory RSES by Q2 2028 and the Metropolitan Area Transport Plans (MATS) by Q2 2029.
· That the new RSES has regard to commitments in the Moving Together strategy requiring support for sustainable freight distribution strategies across the region including the cities.
· Highlights the government’s commitment to optimising the operation of regional and state airports including Cork and Shannon, with the Programme for Government commiting to improved connectivity and public transport to all airports.
· Need for integrated land use and transportation planning for the three metropolitan areas in the region (Cork, Limerick-Shannon and Waterford), led through the NTA’s MATS.
	88

	The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine highlights:
· The significant role of the agri-food sector in regional employment, particularly in rural and coastal areas, as well as its contribution to land management and exports.
· The sector’s importance to the economy and society, including its role in
merchandise exports.
· Need for alignment with the Food Vision 2030 strategy, promoting a climate-smart and environmentally sustainable agri-food sector.
· Need to support viable, resilient primary producers and foster an innovative, competitive sector driven by technology and talent.
· Recommends explicitly recognising the agri-food sector in Cork, Limerick, and Waterford (including reference to Moorepark).
· Calls for inclusion of climate resilience, biodiversity, and sustainability objectives within agri-food planning.
	8



	The Department of Enterprise, Tourism and Employment submits the following:
· Welcomes alignment with key national policies (the NPF, White Paper on Enterprise and the Action Plan on Competitiveness and Productivity).
· Highlights Actions 74 and 75 of the Action Plan to strengthen coordination between enterprise policy and regional planning through closer DETE–Regional Assembly collaboration.
· Notes commitment to new Regional Enterprise Plans aligned with RSES.
· References the forthcoming Enterprise 2035 strategy (Q1 2027), which is expected to prioritise regional economic growth.
· Emphasises the importance of building resilience within Irish enterprise.
	62

	The Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment (DCEE) submits the following:
· Recommends alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and need to implement the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021 and support net-zero transition. A dedicated Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation Strategy is recommended, alongside support for CAP25.
· On energy, a Regional Renewable Energy Strategy should be prepared which addresses onshore renewables, repowering of wind infrastructure, grid development (referencing EirGrid and ESB Networks plans), energy security measures, and support for Large Energy User co-location with renewable generation.
· For marine and offshore matters, dedicated sections on marine/coastal policy should be included that are consistent with the National Marine Planning Framework, supporting offshore renewable energy development and associated onshore infrastructure like ports and grid connections.
· On the built environment, include objectives for retrofitting, electrification of heating, and district heating potential, including geothermal and waste heat sources.
· Support circular economy principles including in the area of waste management.
· On geoscience, consider the Policy Statement on Mineral Exploration and Mining.
· Consider measures within the CAP25 relating to sustainable mobility and reducing the demand for transport journeys by private vehicles (‘Avoid-Shift-Improve’ approach).
· Other policy recommendations relate to the bioeconomy, nature restoration, and air quality.
	17



	The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Development Applications Unit) submits that:
· Biodiversity and ecological protection should be a central consideration in the RSES, as the region includes nationally and internationally significant habitats such as peatlands, wetlands, woodlands, and coastal ecosystems.
· Ecological connectivity through hedgerow and habitat protection should be considered, and compact growth approach to development should be prioritised to avoid further fragmentation.
· The RSES should embed biodiversity net gain principles, prioritise peatland restoration to support Nature Restoration Regulation obligations, and include biodiversity-sensitive lighting policies to reduce light pollution.
· The role of biodiversity in health and wellbeing should be considered, balancing tourism growth with habitat protection (particularly for Natura 2000 sites), and acknowledging that Greenways carry ecological risks similar to other infrastructure.
· SEA/AA assessments should directly shape the RSES, supported by robust environmental data, moving beyond minimum compliance toward a transformative, nature-positive planning approach.
	124

	The Department of Finance (Insurance Unit) submits that the Issues Papers should identify potential redevelopment of areas that are at medium risk of flooding and could cause complications for the insurance of houses.
Development in flood-prone areas should be avoided where flood risk cannot be managed, in line with the Planning System and Flood Risk Management – Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2009)
	91

	Submission from the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly (EMRA)
	Sub.
No.

	· EMRA looks forward to working with the Southern Regional Assembly to ensure the development of complementary and mutually supportive Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies which will deliver tangible benefits for our regions and the State as a whole. It highlights areas of commonality including: support for regional climate resilience and a consistent approach to Regional Renewable Energy Strategies, landscape protection and environmental resource management, marine spatial planning and coastal zone management; coordinating the future development of towns which straddle regional boundaries and the criteria for classifying sub-regional settlements such as Key Towns and support rural areas of the region; regional competitiveness,
economic development and delivery of homes; support for enterprise
	21



	clusters and networks, capitalising on innovation, supporting indigenous SMEs and attracting FDI investment; and the Regional Development Monitor.
· Highlights that in stating that capital investment has been weighted disproportionately to Dublin and the Mid-East, and that critical infrastructure deficiencies are more pronounced in the Southern Region, it is counterproductive to the shared goal of achieving effective and sustainable national development and in framing capital investment as a zero-sum comparison between regions. Rather than viewing the Eastern and Midland Region as a uniform economic entity, it is essential to recognise that it encompasses economically diverse places.
	

	Submissions from Local Authorities
	Sub. No.

	Carlow County Council submits that:
· Carlow should be recognised as an economic driver bridging the Southern Region and Eastern-Midland Region.
· Over-designation of the number of Key Towns risks diluting their status.
· Requests coordinated cross-regional planning (including a Co-ordinated Area Plan) for Carlow-Graiguecullen.
· RSES should support town centre regeneration initiatives such as Project Carlow 2040 and strengthen smaller towns/villages through better connectivity, remote working infrastructure, and sustainable tourism.
· Its 2022 Renewable Energy Strategy should be considered as a robust methodology for the Regional Renewable Energy Strategy.
· Priority should be given to intra-regional connectivity; improved rail and bus services; and regional mobility hubs which integrate active travel, EV charging, and rural transport, to address commuting to Dublin.
· The RSES Economic Strategy should prioritise balanced growth, indigenous enterprises and knowledge-based economic ecosystems.
· SETU Carlow's role as a regional economic driver should be reinforced, alongside support for Digital and Green Skills Hubs, a Smart Region approach to digital inclusion, and innovation ecosystems linked to higher education and enterprise.
· The River Barrow should be designated a Strategic Blue Infrastructure Corridor with Integrated River Corridor Masterplans to balance tourism, ecological preservation, and investment in active travel and eco-tourism infrastructure, supported by collaborative regional recreation
facility planning.
	46



	Clare County Council submits that:
· Settlements which are not specifically identified in the revised NPF should not be precluded from future growth and investment and highlights need to focus investment in rural towns and villages particularly in wastewater infrastructure.
· Key economic drivers should be noted: Shannon Town and its Free Zone and airport in the Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area; Key Town of Ennis along the Atlantic Economic Corridor/Limerick-Shannon-Ennis Economic Corridor; and the Shannon Estuary including the Atlantic Ocean and coastline.
· Key infrastructure such as water services and transport is needed to facilitate growth and housing activation, For the Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area, highlights the Shannon Rail Link, Limerick Northern Distributor Road and the N19 Shannon Airport access road upgrade; for Ennis wastewater; and Uisce Éireann capacity constraints generally,
· Welcomes emphasis on Transport Oriented Development (TOD) and compact growth (facilitating infill, brownfield and serviced lands) for settlements such as Ennis, Shannon and Sixmilebridge, but should also be extended to smaller settlements such as Crusheen.
· Need to look at changing demographics and planning for investment in services such as medical care, education, sport and recreational facilities and open spaces.
· Investment in public realm and place-making has significant role to play in rejuvenating settlements of all sizes as well as digitalisation and digihubs in promoting rural development.
· Welcomes engagement with the Assembly in the allocation of renewable energy targets, with concern relating to onshore wind and solar targets.
· Highlights the key importance of the Shannon Estuary and fully supports the development of offshore wind energy, including two strategic locations at Moneypoint and Cahiracon.
· Support expansion of 3rd level institutions in county including Ennis TUS campus, Shannon College of Hotel Management (University of Galway) and complementary campus network.
· The submission also includes a list of strategic projects which are considered important.
	109

	Cork City Council highlights the following key priorities:
· Reaffirm Cork City as a primary regional and national growth driver, with clear population, housing and employment targets.
· Strongly supports the emphasis on compact growth and regeneration
as core principles.
	61



	· Need for stronger alignment between RSES/MASP objectives, national housing policy and funding mechanisms.
· Supports the focus on sustainable mobility and integrated land-use planning. There is significant potential in Cork City to deliver Transport Orientated Development sites on existing and proposed public transport corridors, which the RSES should support.
· The RSES should recognise Cork City and wider metropolitan area as the primary driver of economic growth and innovation in the region.
· The status of Cork City as one of the EU’s 100 Climate Neutral and
Smart Cities should be acknowledged.
· Population growth should be aligned with the timely delivery of social, community and cultural infrastructure.
· Recognise Cork City’s role as a Learning City and WHO Healthy City.
· Promote inclusive communities by ensuring access to healthcare, education, recreational space, culture and active travel for all residents.
· Need for clear governance structures with strong alignment between the NPF, RSES and NDP funding mechanisms and measurable Key Performance Indicators (KPIs).
· Supports offshore renewable energy (ORE) and associated landside infrastructure as well as other marine industries, while ensuring the protection of environmental assets. The MASP should leverage Cork Harbour to support renewable energy, marine innovation and green technologies.
· The submission also lists priority infrastructural projects of scale that will support the sustainable growth of Cork City and its wider region.
· MASP should prioritise high value employment growth in Cork City that is aligned with third level institutions.
· The submission highlights key cultural, social and recreational spaces in the city that should be recognised and supported in the MASP.
	

	Cork County Council highlights the following:
· Will collaborate further with the Assembly in relation to key areas and strategic spatial matters relating to settlement patterns, transport strategies, employment, transportation, water services, energy, education, healthcare, environment, heritage and landscape
· The current development plan variation process will update county housing targets and includes two Long Term Strategic and Sustainable Development Sites in the settlements of Killumney (Ovens), and Monard, which should be included in the MASP.
· Support for the strategic role of Cork’s economy in national and
regional terms with a particular focus on strategic employment
	142
and 144



	locations at Ringaskiddy, Carrigtwohill, Little Island and Whitegate; Cork Harbour; Port of Cork; and Marino Point/Cobh Road.
· Key enablers for the Cork Metropolitan Area include: East Cork Rail Corridor TOD investments; N/M20; N25 Upgrade; Great Island Connectivity Scheme; delivery of Offshore Renewable Energy; and R630 Midleton/Whitegate Road.
· The submission also includes a list of strategic infrastructure projects that have emerged through the development plan variation process.
· Supports retaining Clonakilty and Mallow as Key Towns.
An individual submission from the Sustainable Travel Unit of Cork County Council was also submitted highlighting the following:
· A list of active travel schemes being developed.
· Requests that the MASP fully recognises the role, function and ongoing delivery of sustainable transport infrastructure including active travel schemes as a key mechanism to achieve modal shift and climate targets.
· Ensure alignment between land use planning, transport investment and infrastructure delivery.
	

	Kerry County Council submits the following:
· Advocates for continued investment and development within the designated Key Towns of Killarney and Tralee, as the focus areas to consolidate growth in Kerry, whilst supporting the complementary role of the regional towns, district towns and villages in the county.
· Rural settlements need to be strengthened and become more attractive as vibrant places to live, work and socialise.
· Infrastructure investment should be prioritised to achieve compact growth targets.
· Recommends policies in relation to quality of life, community and inclusion.
· Recommends policies to support climate action including compact settlement patterns, 15min city/10min towns, improvements to public transport and EV infrastructure rollout.
· Recommends positioning the Southern Region as a national hub for offshore wind, with port-led development, green manufacturing and marine research. Emphasises the importance of the Tarbert-Ballylongford landbank and the Shannon Estuary.
· Move towards sustainable mobility requires significant expansion of active travel infrastructure and low carbon transport alternatives.
· Strategic road infrastructure also remains essential to regional economic development including the N22 Kerry-Cork Economic
Corridor, and the N69 Listowel-Limerick Corridor.
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	· Highlights the Importance of key infrastructure connections including road, rail, air and sea links and in particular Kerry Airport.
· Strengthen focus for Kerry to compete even more effectively for investment such as promoting Tralee as a University Town; support the development of the Kerry Innovation Campus; and support the Irish language.
· Fully align with the Assembly’s view that there are significant gaps in the Region’s infrastructure, and that infrastructure projects of scale should be prioritised to support sustainable growth.
	

	Kilkenny County Council submits that:
· RSES must prioritise infrastructure projects such as the N24 upgrade (Belview Port to Cork/Limerick artery), N25 Waterford-Glenmore, N29 Belview Link Road, alongside water, wastewater, and ESB infrastructure.
· RSES should position Belview Port as a green energy port supporting offshore renewable energy (ORE) infrastructure, with proactive frameworks to capture emerging ORE opportunities.
· RSES should support talent retention and prevent "brain drain" through SETU multi-campus dispersal into south-eastern counties including Kilkenny, and strengthen research centres, graduate retention policies, and community-led digital training.
· RSES should set measurable net-zero targets, promote energy efficiency, circular economy principles, Nature Based Solutions, decarbonisation zones, and support greenways/blueways like the South East Greenway.
· RSES should improve inter-county/inter-regional connectivity, public transport, active travel, biofuel for freight, EV charging infrastructure, and sustainable urban mobility networks, alongside air pollution monitoring.
· RSES should include measures to ensure housing supply is addressed, look at the decline of town centres through the retail strategy, prioritise placemaking (public realm, regeneration, addressing vacancy/ dereliction), and support socially inclusive, community infrastructure.
· RSES should support tourism including a strong pipeline of tourist accommodation.
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	Limerick City & County Council submits that:
· Limerick (and the wider Mid-West) is positioned as a primary growth driver. However its success will depend on the ability of the revised RSES to align ambitious population and economic growth targets with timely, prioritised, and coordinated infrastructure investment, requiring a more implementation-focused strategy.
· An infrastructure-first approach, underpinned by early and coordinated investment across transport, water, energy, and social services, together with stronger alignment between the RSES, the
National Planning Framework and National Development Plan funding, is essential to prioritise the Limerick– Shannon Metropolitan Area as a key driver of regional growth. Critical investment is needed in wastewater upgrades (including for Newcastle West), strategic electricity grid infrastructure (major substations), and flood relief schemes, with spatial planning aligned to realistic delivery timelines.
· Limerick city's population is targeted to grow to 150,000 by 2040 (50% increase). This can be supported by designating metropolitan housing activation areas such as: Colbert Quarter, Moyross, Mungret, Cleeves, as well as Transport Oriented Development (TOD) along the existing rail corridor, and balanced growth in the Key Town of Newcastle West and metropolitan towns of Patrickswell, and Castleconnell.
· Transport and connectivity priorities include the Foynes-Limerick road and rail corridor, N/M20 Cork-Limerick route, expanded commuter rail and new stations, BusConnects Limerick, City Centre Transport Plan, park-and-ride facilities, and orbital routes.
· Limerick's strategic assets (Shannon Airport, Foynes Port, University of Limerick, TUS) should be leveraged, with a focus on regeneration, tourism (including Ryder Cup/EuroPride legacy), Foynes Port. expansion, and delivery of a 100+ hectare strategic employment site.
· The Shannon Estuary should be positioned as a national offshore renewable energy hub (Renewable Acceleration Area).
· Social infrastructure priorities include a new hospital campus, expanded education facilities, and addressing health inequalities through a health equality lens.
· Limerick proposes piloting reform through its directly elected mayor role, including multi-annual funding mechanisms, stronger RSES-NDP alignment.
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	Tipperary County Council submits that:
· The RSES should be collaborative and influence national infrastructure prioritisation and investment decisions.
· Supports compact growth, placemaking and urban regeneration with potential for TOD in towns with strong rail connections.
· Recommends continued designation of Clonmel, Thurles and Nenagh as Key Towns, and proposed Co-ordinated Area Plans for Ballina-Killaloe, Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir.
· Supports stronger rural communities through better housing choices and ensuring provision of services and amenities.
· Recommends expanding the Limerick Metropolitan Area to include Nenagh.
· Supports cross regional approach to climate mitigation and adaptation.
· Advance the role of the bio-economy, in particular the role of National Bio-economy campus at Lisheen.
· Need to providing clear guidance on where renewable energy should be delivered and deliver infrastructure to enable ORE.
· Develop a regional landscape strategy and promote guidance on nature-based solutions.
· Recognise Thurles and Clonmel as University Towns.
· Champion development of a smart region and provide clear objectives for data centres.
· Recognise Thurles as the sporting cultural hub of the Region and support the role of recreation more broadly.
· Advocates for fundamental governance and structural change to devolve powers to the Assembly so that it can properly monitor and implement the RSES.
· Highlights a list of strategic projects for the County.
	35

	Waterford City & County Council submits that:
· RSES must prioritise delivery as its central principle, strengthening the MASP as a delivery vehicle, and establishing a dedicated Waterford Delivery Vehicle to coordinate funding and infrastructure.
· Highlights priority growth areas including North Quays SDZ, city centre, and SETU corridor, and need for high-density residential development, regeneration addressing deprivation, rural settlement infrastructure (water and wastewater), and 15-minute neighbourhood placemaking principles.
· Key infrastructure needs include N25/N24 corridor upgrades,
third/fourth river crossings, an outer orbital route, the North Quays transport hub, enhanced rail links (Limerick, Wexford), public transport
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	to Waterford airport, park-and-ride facilities, and long-term consideration of light rail.
· Significant scaling of renewable energy (onshore/offshore wind, solar) is needed as well as grid and storage investment, district heating, green hydrogen hub potential, a Community Benefit Fund for offshore wind, and the Port of Waterford's strategic role in offshore renewable energy (ORE) deployment.
· Support for Waterford's economic clusters (life sciences, pharma, manufacturing, ICT), SETU's expansion and university HQ presence, University Hospital Waterford investment, tourism development, and a Digital Twin strategy for evidence-based planning.
· MASP should act as a formal, cross-sectoral platform aligning local authorities, state agencies, and infrastructure providers around a single, prioritised, sequenced investment programme.
· MASP must adopt an infrastructure-led, plan-led approach to compact, brownfield-first growth, prioritising critical projects.
· Climate action and green/blue space networks should be core to the growth strategy, supported by coordinated delivery of social and cultural infrastructure (healthcare, education, SETU expansion, cultural assets).
	

	Wexford County Council submits the following:
· Recognise Wexford as an area of strategic growth and counterbalance within the region, positioning it as a gateway between the Southern Region and the Eastern Economic Corridor, with infrastructure aligned to actual growth patterns rather than existing designations alone.
· Formally designate Enniscorthy as a Key Town.
· Recognise Wexford's population growth, housing provision across key settlements (Wexford Town, Gorey, Enniscorthy, New Ross) aligned with infrastructure and employment, and adopt a flexible, evidence-based approach to compact growth.
· Give priority to upgrading the N11/N25 (Oilgate to Rosslare), N30, and N80 (Bunclody Bypass), alongside investment in rail infrastructure for passenger and freight movement.
· Seek targeted investment in water supply, wastewater infrastructure, and electricity grid reinforcement to support growth, with housing targets backed by timely enabling infrastructure.
· RSES should move beyond a city-centric model towards distributed, place-based economic development, prioritising strategic employment and education locations such as Trinity Wharf, Enniscorthy Business Park, Enniscorthy Enterprise and Technology Centre, and the Wexford
SETU campus.
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	· Requests support for Rosslare Europort achieving Ports of National Significance Tier 1 status, recognising it as a strategic logistics and energy hub for Offshore Renewable Energy infrastructure and grid development.
· Need to balance renewable energy targets with protection of agricultural land protection.
	



	Liveable Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Creating Sustainable Communities
	· These submissions support the overall vision for a liveable and inclusive Region with people able to live, work and play within sustainable communities, supported by schools, parks, sports and community facilities, entertainment and medical facilities. These should all be located within walking or cycling distance of home or serviced by high-quality public transport connecting areas that generate major trips (“15 Minute City” concept).
	4, 36,
52, 58,
60, 67,
85, 107,
114, 129

	Support for Compact Growth
	· Submissions support objectives for compact growth, prioritising the delivery of high quality, housing development within the built-up footprint of existing settlements. They also highlight the negative impact of less sustainable forms of development, including a reliance on lower density housing in peripheral areas of cities and towns and car dependence.
· Support is also expressed for infrastructure investment and transport strategies to enable compact growth.
	4, 29,
44, 58,
60, 67,
77, 82,
98, 99,
107, 119,
136

	Challenges in Delivering Compact Growth
	· Submissions highlight the challenges which exist in delivering compact growth objectives, in particular the viability gap for apartment developments and the development of brownfield lands. The absence of market
finance for such schemes at present and
	29, 59,
87, 98,
125, 136



	Liveable Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	reliance on public subsidy makes their delivery difficult. The RSES should acknowledge the viability challenges that exist and outline clear policy support and mechanisms to address this.
	

	Housing Requirements
	· RSES should clearly set out the regional distribution of housing targets in line with S28 Guidelines on NPF Implementation: Housing Growth Requirements and ensure there is a sufficient quantity of zoned land with lead in times to allow for activation and continuity of delivery across plan periods.
	29, 77,
87, 125,
136

	Balance- Greenfield Locations
	· Submissions highlight that housing delivery on brownfield land needs to be balanced with greenfield locations, in particular potential Transport Oriented Development (TOD) locations well serviced by public transport, to ensure housing targets are delivered.
	29, 125

	Strategic Development Sites, including TOD
	· Submissions highlight the importance of large, strategic, residential development sites in delivering housing requirements including TOD opportunities. MASPs should be viewed as the primary mechanism for identifying such sites, with key enabling infrastructure required and co-ordination of delivery between public bodies.
	29, 82,
87, 98,
125,
136

	Settlement Structure - Key Towns
	· Establish a clear prioritisation framework for key towns and their potential for housing delivery based on infrastructure, connectivity and development readiness. Need to move beyond simple designations based on scale, including commuter-driven dormitory towns.
	82, 87



	Liveable Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Enabling Investment and Infrastructure
	· Submissions outline the importance of ensuring housing requirements are supported by investment in enabling infrastructure, and key social services and amenities. The RSES should include a clear programme for the sequencing of infrastructure delivery aligned with housing delivery.
	2, 29,
36, 60,
77, 82,
85, 87,
107, 114,
125, 129,
136

	Developer led infrastructure
	· Delivery of developer-led infrastructure should be recognised as having the potential to ensure the timely delivery of housing.
	29, 125

	Unlocking Regeneration Opportunities and Relocating Industry
	Submissions highlight:
· The challenges which exist in unlocking major urban regeneration sites.
· The relocation of heavy, large-scale industrial activities, in particular SEVESO designated sites, is highlighted as a particular challenge which RSES and MASPs should address in a co-ordinated manner. The relocation of such activities should be recognised as a key enabler of urban regeneration, with MASPs in particular providing the opportunity to consider this as part of the wider integrated spatial, transportation and economic spatial strategy. The RSES should also recognise the importance and potential of publicly owned delivery vehicles, in unlocking and derisking complex regeneration sites.
	29, 82,
87, 98

	Vacancy and Dereliction
	· Submissions highlight the need to emphasise and address vacancy and dereliction including schemes for living over the shop. This would increase the number of homes available within our cites, towns and rural
villages. The RSES should support this by
	5, 59,
68, 136



	Liveable Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	addressing challenges such as costs and regulatory barriers.
	

	Housing in Rural Settlements.
	· Flexibility should be provided in residential zoning and density requirements for rural villages. They also recommend strengthening policy on rural–urban linkages.
	12, 114

	Student Accommodation
	· The value that student accommodation can play in delivering a more vibrant city centre should be recognised and supported by the RSES.
	98

	Quality of Life
	· Highlights the need to address issues of an aging population with growth predicted in the proportion of older citizens (aged both over 65 and 85). NPO 40 of the NPF should be referenced which relates to housing, health care, transport and leisure needs of an ageing population. Specific reference is made to the need for older people to live in houses rather than apartments which can present a number of difficulties for older people. Enabling services and infrastructure tailored to the needs of older citizens is also essential.
	13

	Sport and Recreation
	Sport Ireland submits the following:
· Highlights the important role of sport, physical activity and outdoor recreation for growing population and the need for coordinated and strategic planning for sport and recreational facilities in the Region.
· Inclusive and equitable access to sport facilities is a priority of the National Sports Policy and highlights need to ensure the provision of inclusive and accessible sports facilities for diverse communities, young and old including demand for sport and recreation
at all levels, from local courts and pitches, to
	80



	Liveable Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	swimming pools, courses and tracks and regional centres of excellence. It should identify and support several regionally significant sports infrastructure projects.
· RSES should include a dedicated section on sport, physical activity, and outdoor recreation and guide local authorities to safeguard sufficient land for sport and
recreation.
	

	Gaeltacht
	· The RSES should include objectives which recognise the role and value of the Region’s Gaeltachtaí, support their growth and economic development whilst protecting and supporting the role of the Irish language. Údarás na Gaeltachta should be recognised as a key stakeholder in this regard. Some initiatives that could support these areas would be to prioritise the regeneration and reuse of vacant buildings in Gaeltacht settlements, look at language impact assessments and designate Gaeltacht Uíbh Ráthaigh for example as a pilot for a community land trust housing model.
	68, 134

	Conservation and Design
	· Supports inclusion of policy on traditional architecture and design and highlights need to protect undesignated heritage assets and unclassified historic buildings.
	7

	Built Heritage and Archaeology
	· RSES should set strategic policy for managing the archaeological resource at regional level and promote reuse of existing fabric, addressing embodied carbon reduction, providing for the conservation of heritage assets, and promoting compact development.
	19, 32,
84, 95



	Connected Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Transport Infrastructure
	Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) submits that:
· It recognises the importance of the RSES as a statutory document to realise Project Ireland 2040 goals at regional level.
· Its success will depend on strong coordination across national, regional and local levels.
· RSES should translate national and regional investment commitments into a coordinated spatial strategy, potentially focused on cross-county corridors to support necessary regional development.
· It should include policies and objectives that align with the Department of Transport’s National Investment Framework for Transport Intervention Hierarchy - Optimise, Improve and New.
	38

	Rail
	Irish Rail submits that the RSES should:
· Include a dedicated Rail Strategy aligned with the All-Island Rail Review, Rail Project Prioritisation Strategy, Rail 2050, MATS, NPF, NDP, Climate Action Plan, National Sustainable Mobility Policy and relevant EU/TEN-T policy.
· Recognise existing and future rail corridors, stations, depot lands, port rail links, freight terminals and station catchments as strategic regional assets.
· Support the Cork Commuter Rail Programme and associated Transport Orientated Developments.
· Support for the Limerick Area Commuter Rail Programme, centred on Colbert Station as an integrated transport hub.
· Support Waterford as a South-East rail hub.
· Support passenger and freight rail connectivity to Rosslare Europort, Ports of Foynes, Waterford and Cork (Marino Point terminal) including the strategic development of a
Western Rail Freight Arc connecting Mayo
	49



	Connected Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	through the Southern Region across to Rosslare Europort.
· Plan stations as multi-modal access points.
· Include clear regional policy objectives and implementation indicators for rail, corridor safeguarding, station catchments, metropolitan rail, freight, ports, accessibility, climate resilience and cross-regional coordination.
	

	Rail Projects
	· Prioritise rail investment, including delivery of a Shannon Airport rail link and continued upgrades to the Limerick–Ennis–Galway line as a key commuter corridor.
· Accelerate delivery of Cork commuter rail and progress Cork light rail as strategic priorities.
· Other projects mentioned include Limerick-Foynes Rail Line, Limerick-Waterford Rail Upgrade, and the dual tracking of the Limerick Colbert to Limerick-Junction line.
	77, 107,
114, 127,
129

	Sustainable Transport and connectivity
	· Transport remains one of the largest contributors to emissions in Ireland and the RSES should directly link transport planning to climate obligations and emissions reduction targets. The updated RSES should place active travel and public transport at the centre of future regional growth, prioritising investment as follows: (1) Walking and wheeling, (2) Cycling, (3) Public transport, (4) Shared mobility, (5) Private motor traffic. The expansion of greenways and rural cycle infrastructure should be supported and not just viewed as tourism infrastructure.
· Regional linkage and inter-urban connectivity should also be a key objective to support balanced regional development.
	67, 112



	Connected Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Active travel
	· Make compact growth, affordable housing, active travel, public transport, and anti-speculation measures the default pillars of planning and housing policy.
· Sustainable communities require an increase in permeability and substantial increase in population density including infill developments.
· Supports for Greenway projects at Killarney to Dungarvan via Mallow and Fermoy, and Youghal to Dungarvan via Cappoquin.
· Safety concerns particularly for pedestrians, cyclists, children, older people, and disabled users are highlighted as a barrier to sustainable transport uptake. RSES should support adopting a “Safe System” approach with lower speeds, protected cycling infrastructure, and inclusive design standards.
	60, 82,
85

	Public transport
	· Transport investment should support compact growth through integrated rail, bus and road networks.
· Enhanced and expanded bus services should be prioritised, including stronger rural–urban linkages.
· Improve regional bus connectivity with more direct and efficient routes (e.g. Limerick–Shannon, Cork–Little Island).
· Accelerate the delivery of BusConnects in Cork, Limerick and Waterford as a key enabling programme.
· Increase park and ride facilities, in addition to cycle lanes, e-bike and car share networks.
· Increase local link services in rural areas
· Current transport and active travel infrastructure is fragmented and disconnected. The RSES should develop coherent, integrated networks (public transport and greenways) that allow seamless movement between
	36, 56,
77, 82,
85, 86,
99, 107,
114, 127,
129



	Connected Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	origins and destinations at local, regional, and national levels.
	

	Roads
	· Transport investment should support compact growth through integrated rail, bus and road networks.
· Support for the N/M20 Cork to Limerick Project as an infrastructure priority and update its description to reflect its wider definition as an integrated transport solution and one which will positively contribute to modal shift, decarbonisation and sustainable mobility in the wider region.
· Support for the N24 Waterford to Cahir project and the N24 Cahir to Limerick Junction/Oola project as critical national and regional transport corridors.
· Advance key national and regional road investments, including the N19 Shannon Airport Access Road, N67, N68, N85 and critical local routes.
· Support the M28 Cork–Ringaskiddy, upgrades to the N/M20, and improvements to the R471.
· Strengthen connectivity to ports and between regions through targeted investment in the M28 and the N22 and N21 (Cork–Kerry corridors).
· Recognise and prioritise strategic enabling projects such as the Limerick Northern Distributor Road.
· The RSES should include an objective that all road links between cities should be motorway status.
· Improved regional and national transport infrastructure is essential in supporting effective logistics operations.
	45, 54,
75, 105,
107, 114,
127,
128,129

	Ports and airports
	· Recognise Cork Airport as strategic regional infrastructure, supporting balanced regional
	51, 77,
89, 113,



	Connected Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	development and reinforcing Cork’s role as a
city of international scale.
· Recognise Shannon Airport as a critical international gateway and its strategic role as an aviation, skills and innovation hub, strengthening its integration with the Limerick–Shannon metropolitan area and wider regional connectivity. Its inclusion in the regional airports programme should be included.
· Support the expansion and capacity of Cork, Kerry and Shannon Airports to meet demand and attract regional investment.
· Support for the development of Waterford Port and Waterford Airport as strategic infrastructure.
· Prioritise strong, integrated connectivity to cities, ports and airports to underpin regional competitiveness and growth.
· Leverage the role of regional ports and the Shannon Estuary in supporting green energy production and economic development.
· Recognise the role of the Port of Cork as a strategic asset for the Southern Region and the Cork Metropolitan area with a critical role in strengthening regional resilience, supporting the national economy and maintaining Ireland’s capacity to facilitate maritime trade.
	114, 127,
132,
133,
136



	Green Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Support the transition to renewable energy
	· RSES must support the development of renewable energy generation projects and recognise the Region’s role in delivering national wind and solar targets.
	65, 72

	Energy Infrastructure for Economic Growth
	· Recognise that reliable, affordable and sustainable energy will be a key enabler of economic growth and support regional competitiveness.
	83, 97,
118,
143

	Cross-border collaboration
	· Promote cross-border collaboration with Northern Ireland on renewable energy and sustainability initiatives such as the Shared
Island Enterprise Scheme.
	26,36,
107,
114, 119

	Electricity infrastructure as critical enabler
	· Prioritise and support grid development and upgrades, increase capacity, and safeguard strategic energy and transmission corridors and infrastructure from encroachment and conflicting land uses to meet the growing demand for
Housing/Industry/transport.
	55 64
65 73
123
139

	Strategic locations for energy Infrastructure
	· Identify and prioritise investment in strategic locations including electricity transmission and distribution networks.
· Safeguard and upgrade strategic gas network infrastructure and integration of renewable gases including future renewable gas injection points.
· support integrated, co-located energy and employment development which includes green energy parks.
· Enable co-location of large energy users with renewable energy infrastructure to reduce grid constraints and carbon emissions.
· Support alignment with national policy on Large Energy Users (LEU).
· Encourage development of strategic energy and employment hubs.
· Support biofuels including biomethane
production potential, infrastructure,
	26, 36,
39, 55,
65, 71,
72, 77,
97,
107,
114,
118,
119,
122,
139,



	Green Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	network upgrades and associated connections.
· Recognise the valuable contribution bioenergy can play in in decarbonising and job/wealth generation.
· Identify the National Biorefinery Pilot Plant (NBPP) and the wider Lisheen former mining site in Co. Tipperary as a Strategic Regional Economic Asset.
· Recognise the strategic role that indigenous renewable energy systems, circular bioeconomy infrastructure, and emerging carbon removal technologies can play in supporting regional economic development.
· Support the development of integrated circular bioeconomy hubs.
· Maintaining Security of electricity supply as a critical priority.
· Consideration should be given into the future planning for sustainable aviation fuel and maritime fuel.
· Need to plan for district heating zones and renewable heat networks.
· Note the strategic importance of the Silvermines Hydro pumped storage project.
	

	Regional Renewable Energy Strategies (RRES)
	· Supports the RRES and plan-led, grid-integrated approach to renewable energy development
· Concern that the additional power capacity allocation figures do not take into account the many constraints that limit suitable land for energy projects, including ecology and cultural heritage and the spatially dispersed settlement patterns of rural Ireland which significantly limit potential
developable areas for onshore wind
	39, 55,
64, 65,
68, 72,
73, 83,
123,
126
139



	Green Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	· RSES should enable renewables and bring consistency of approach to county development plans
· Need for greater consistency in landscape assessment methodologies across local authorities
· County-level allocations should be clear and based on the genuine spatial capacity of those counties to hold that volume of renewable energy generation
· Regional and local renewable capacity allocations should be treated as a minimum baseline, not a cap, to avoid constraining development
· All areas with current consent or developed RE generation should be considered open for first power or repower
· The targets cited are 2030 targets which are very short term and could considerably constrain development of RE projects
· Renewable energy generation and electricity infrastructure developments can support rural areas (including Gaeltacht areas) by strengthening the local economy, provide community benefit funds, offer local employment opportunities and generate commercial rates income for local councils, RSES should acknowledge these socio-economic benefits.
	

	Water Services
	Uisce Éireann submits that:
· the RSES provide a strong and clear policy framework to support the delivery of critical infrastructure which is fundamental to housing and economic delivery.
· welcomes the requirements introduced
under section 29(13) of the Planning and
	69



	Green Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	Development Act 2024, which requires Regional Assembles to prioritise and coordinate strategic infrastructure.
· strategic water and waste water treatment projects must be explicitly supported and prioritised in the RSES to ensure water supply and safeguard water treatment capacity.
· requires Regional Assemblies to indicate potential sources of funding for infrastructure.
· RSES should provide clearer long-term projections in terms of scale, spatial distribution of population growth and housing and phasing for industrial and commercial growth to support the planning and timely delivery of water services infrastructure.
· RSES to support policies and approaches which reduce pressures on water services assets.
· Acknowledge integrated urban drainage planning (covering both wastewater and stormwater systems).
· Embed SuDS as a core principle of regional policy and prioritise the use of nature-based sustainable urban drainage systems (NbSUDs).
	

	Nature-based Solutions (NbS) and River Catchments
	· NbS should be recognised as a core infrastructure intervention, capable of delivering flood risk management, water quality improvement and climate resilience in a single, integrated approach. The RSES should treat river catchments as key spatial units and introduce bespoke policy for catchment-scale Nature-based Solutions (NbS) with Cross-Assembly
catchments.
	31



	Green Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Natural Heritage and Biodiversity
	· RSES is required to make provision for the protection of the environment and natural heritage.
· Need for robust environmental protection through SEA/AA/FRA processes.
· Biodiversity should be integrated into plan-led development, applying a mitigation hierarchy and retention of existing habitats.
· Embed biodiversity net gain as a core principle of the Strategy.
· Adopt a plan-led approach whereby biodiversity objectives are integrated alongside development planning, ensuring that growth does not compromise environmental capacity.
· RSES should include consideration of ecological networks at regional scale.
· Implement the forthcoming nature restoration plan.
· Parks and green spaces, urban greening initiatives, and blue-green infrastructure must be considered.
· Consider hedgerows as ecological / green Infrastructure.
· Plan within ecological limits through biodiversity protection, flood risk management, nature-based solutions, catchment management, and robust environmental assessment (SEA, AA and RFRA).
· Include RPO to address pollution from artificial light and protection of Dark Skies.
	19, 32,
37, 65,
69, 99,
16, 32,
84, 95,
117,
120,
126,
138

	Aggregates
	· Availability of aggregates is a critical dependency for Ireland's ambitions on housing and climate action. RSES should include objectives which recognise the
importance of aggregate in delivering
	47



	Green Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	housing, infrastructure and energy objectives, should support sustainable replenishment of supply, and identify and
safeguard known aggregate resources.
	

	Coast and Marine
	· RSES should sensitively manage coastal communities and heritage amid converging climate, development and biodiversity challenges, with Section 29(1)(g) of the Planning and Development Act 2024 requiring a strategy for land-sea interactions that enables sustainable growth and provides regulatory clarity for infrastructure delivery.
· Integrate land-sea planning to support onshore grid, port capacity, transport and energy hubs for offshore development, addressing critical marine economy infrastructure constraints aligned with the National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF), with offshore wind seen as a major post-2030 opportunity for local enterprise.
· Support the Shannon Estuary Taskforce recommendations for Shannon Foynes Port, including upgrades enabling offshore renewable energy (ORE)
· The South-West should be established as a national energy and maritime hub, positioning Cork Harbour as a key ORE deployment and servicing centre, while encouraging SME growth in the offshore wind sector.
· The National Marine College of Ireland should be recognised as a strategic national asset for ORE development, maritime innovation, and marine skills
delivery.
	19, 26,
55, 69,
83, 89,
114,
107,
129



	Green Region

	Sub-theme
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	Sub
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	· Support the Port of Waterford Renewable Energy Quay, Shannon-Foynes Deepwater Jetty, and Rosslare Europort Offshore Renewable Energy Hub
· Support LNG-related industry and terminal development in the Shannon Estuary (including the Tarbert-Ballylongford landbank) for energy security and transition, balanced with environmental protection, alongside a detailed framework for coastal adaptation along vulnerable coastlines.
	

	Marine
	Maritime Area Regulatory Authority (MARA) submits that the RSES should:
· Explicitly acknowledge the statutory role of the NMPF in marine spatial planning and decision making.
· Include clear policy commitments to ensure consistency between regional terrestrial planning and marine planning frameworks.
· Embed marine spatial planning principles across relevant policy areas including energy, ports, biodiversity, climate adaptation, tourism, fisheries and infrastructure, and recognise the importance of integrated coastal and marine planning in achieving sustainable regional development outcomes.
· Support coordinated delivery of the South Coast DMAP as a strategic regional priority.
· Facilitate regional planning alignment for port infrastructure, grid connections, supply chains, fabrication facilities and
workforce development.
	10



	Green Region
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	· Recognise the strategic role of coastal communities and ports in enabling ORE developments.
· Promote investment certainty through integrated spatial planning; and support inter-agency coordination mechanisms to facilitate implement of the South Coast DMAP.
· Identify ports and marine infrastructure as critical enabling infrastructure.
· Encourage clustering opportunities associated with ORE supply chains.
· Support innovation, research and skills developments linked to marine industries and the blue economy.
· Promote sustainable economic diversification opportunities for coastal communities.
· Have a dedicated policy framework addressing land-sea interaction.
	

	Air Quality
	· The RSES should include objectives to accelerate the electrification of our rail and bus networks and prioritise measures to reduce modal share of driving for private
transport to improve air quality.
	79

	Circularity and Bioeconomy
	· Support the circular economy and the bioeconomy. The Southern Region already contains many of the foundational assets necessary to establish an internationally
competitive bioeconomy cluster.
	26, 32,
66, 114,
129



	Competitive Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Quality of Life
	· Housing provision and broader quality-of-life factors must be recognised as integral to economic strategy.
	60, 80,
133

	Knowledge and skills
	· Strengthen collaboration between government, higher education institutions (HEIs), regional skills bodies, and enterprise to ensure responsive skills provision and a strong talent pipeline.
· Prioritise skills development in key areas such as digitalisation (including AI and automation), climate transition, and SME-focused upskilling.
· Leverage universities and research institutions as regional economic anchors, supporting innovation, R&D capacity, and engagement in applied research.
· Invest in flexible skills pathways, lifelong learning, and diversified routes to education and employment, including reskilling, upskilling, and apprenticeship expansion.
· Skills and education provision need stronger alignment with regional economic priorities.
· Align skills development with enterprise demand and emerging sectors such as renewable energy, advanced manufacturing, digital technologies, and maritime industries.
· Support graduate retention and strengthen links between education, enterprise, and regional economic needs.
· Develop a South-West innovation corridor linking key institutions (e.g. UCC, MTU, Teagasc, Tyndall, IMaR) and enterprise centres, expanding research commercialisation and applied innovation programmes.
· Ensure continued investment in education infrastructure, facilities, and equipment to
support growth and innovation.
	36, 56,
77, 107,
122, 127,
129, 136



	Competitive Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	· Integrate skills planning and workforce development into spatial and economic strategies, supported by Regional Skills Fora and strong local partnerships.
· Recognise UCC as a regional growth driver for economic development, research, innovation and social inclusion
· Higher education and applied research infrastructure should be identified as strategic regional infrastructure.
	

	Role of culture and heritage
	· Acknowledge the importance of the creative sector to the regional economy and its linkages to sectors such as tourism,
· Support improved data, visibility, clustering, networking, and infrastructure for the creative sector
· Embed recognition of social enterprise, social capital, and community wealth building as core elements of sustainable regional development.
· Provide policy support to strengthen the enabling environment for social enterprise and promote inclusive economic growth.
	114

	Place and Economy
	· Clarify the roles of settlement types (Regional Growth Centres, Key Towns, Support Towns) and target infrastructure investment accordingly to drive balanced regional development.
· Promote regional balance by supporting both metropolitan and non-metropolitan areas, recognising the diverse roles and needs of Key Towns.
· Support a diverse and future-focused economy by enabling remote and hybrid working, strengthening the rural economy beyond traditional sectors, and fostering
regional specialisation.
	26, 36,
71, 99,
114, 119,
122, 129



	Competitive Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	· Support sustainable regional growth by strengthening the economic base, expanding employment, and prioritising high-value and resilient sectors.
· Recognise Bioenergy and Bioeconomy as important sectors.
· Align regional policy with wellbeing outcomes, moving beyond a sole focus on consumption and investment-led growth.
· Recognise and support the contribution of key sectors (including FDI, indigenous enterprise, and the seafood industry) to employment and regional economic resilience.
· Provide strategic support for enterprise development, including alignment with national strategies, support for next generation sites, and enabling infrastructure and land use policies.
· Ensure the region remains competitive, resilient, and well-connected, with targeted responses to global economic trends and trade impacts.
	

	Rural Economy and Gaeltacht
	· Support Údarás na Gaeltachta as a key economic development partner for Gaeltacht areas.
· Support development of a range of Irish language enterprise, cultural and innovation hubs.
· Support research and innovation outputs for third level, linked to scalable Gaeltacht enterprises, aimed at retaining graduate talents.
· Recognise the seafood sector as a key contributor to the region’s economy, society, heritage, and cultural identity.
	68, 115



	Competitive Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Enterprise
	· Embed enterprise as a central pillar of the RSES.
· Strengthen delivery and coordination of enterprise supports, ensuring alignment with place-based development and influence over key enablers such as housing, transport, energy, water and digital infrastructure.
· Support Irish-owned firms, SMEs and exporters as key drivers of employment and regional growth.
· Develop regional hubs and clusters to drive specialisation and scale, positioning key towns as enterprise centres and strengthening collaboration across agencies (including LEOs, EI, local authorities and Departments).
· Enhance regional governance by leveraging the roles of Regional Economic Forums and Regional Enterprise Plans to provide clear priorities, ownership and coordinated action.
	107, 129,
133

	Innovative & smart region
	· Align RSES with national industrial and innovation policies, including the National Semiconductor Strategy – Silicon Island (May 2025), the Action Plan on Competitiveness and Productivity (Sept 2025), the Department of Enterprise, Tourism and Employment’s Large Energy user Action Plan (January 2026); and the forthcoming Life Sciences Strategy due for release in 2026.
	119

	Tourism
	· Recognise tourism and destination development as key drivers of regional competitiveness, economic resilience and quality of place, supporting wider sectors such as hospitality, transport and local services.
· Support the development of integrated
tourism destinations that combine
	100



	Competitive Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	accommodation, hospitality, wellness and recreation uses.
· Provide a clear and consistent strategic policy framework for integrated tourism development.
· Integrate tourism-related accommodation into strategy.
	

	Retail
	· Recognise retail as critical economic and social infrastructure, supporting employment, local enterprise, accessibility, and regional resilience.
· Adopt a flexible and adaptive retail policy framework that responds to evolving consumer behaviour, eCommerce, and changing retail formats.
· Ensure sufficient, well-located and serviced land for retail, warehousing and distribution
· Provide clearer policy support for a range of retail formats and scales.
· Update and strengthen the strategic retail evidence base for the preparation of Joint Retail Strategies.
· Reinforce a town-centre-first and context-sensitive approach to retail planning, tailored to different settlement roles, regeneration opportunities and patterns of sustainable growth.
	44, 58,
74

	Enabling infrastructure
	· Prioritise early, coordinated investment in enabling infrastructure.
· Align housing, enterprise and infrastructure within a coordinated regional framework.
· Tackle deficits in utilities and connectivity (including treatment capacity, grid capacity and renewables infrastructure).
· Support postal and logistics infrastructure,
recognising this as a key economic enabler.
	45, 107,
119, 127,
129, 133



	Competitive Region

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	· Support continued efficient operation and future adaptability of An Post’s network throughout the Region.
· Prioritise transport and mobility investment that strengthens functional economic areas, including key metropolitan programmes and inter-regional links, to support labour mobility, freight and access to employment.
· Support high-quality digital connectivity, and strong links to cities, ports and airports.
	




	Cork MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Economy
	· Strengthen the role of Cork as a city of scale and key international economic driver.
· Recognise Cork Airport as a significant economic driver not only for the Cork MASP area but for the Southern Region as a whole.
· Tourism, culture and public realm should be recognised as essential components of economic infrastructure and regional competitiveness.
· Recommend greater flexibility in retail planning and address site shortages for convenience retail in areas such as Cork City’s northside.
· Need to update the Joint Retail Strategy for Metropolitan Cork, noting the absence of a current evidence-base.
· Acknowledge the strategic retail role, capacity, and accessibility of towns across Cork Metropolitan Area and County Cork.
	28, 44,
51, 74,
129

	Active Travel
	· Strong support for continued investment in
public transport and active travel
	15, 85



	Cork MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	infrastructure, including strong commitment to the Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy’s cycle network. The ‘Lee to Sea’ Greenway initiative should be protected as a metropolitan active travel corridor.
	

	Connectivity and Cork Airport
	· The RSES and MASP should prioritise access to Cork Airport including upgrades to the N27, delivery of the Southern Distributor Link Road, and a secondary access route and enhanced public transport connections, safeguarding the long-term delivery of a LUAS spur to the airport and protecting the long-term operational capacity and growth potential of Cork Airport.
	28, 51

	Infrastructure Delivery
	· Support for Cork Luas, Cork Commuter Rail, Cork BusConnects and increased Local Link services.
· Alignment between the Cork Airport’s investment programme and the priorities of the RSES, NDP and sectoral frameworks will be important.
· Efficient logistics and distribution infrastructure will be critical in supporting continued population and employment growth, eCommerce activity and supply chain resilience throughout the metropolitan area.
· Support delivery of the Cork Metropolitan Transport Programme and improved Cork–Kerry connectivity.
· Recognise the evolving role of Level 3 towns in the Cork Metropolitan Area under CMATS.
· Concern that the Cork Metropolitan area is not receiving its fair share of investment to rebalance growth away from the Dublin
region.
	28, 29,
36, 45,
51, 85,
87, 132



	Cork MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	· Total funding for both active travel and public transport should be greater than for road building.
· Recognise the Port of Cork as a strategic asset for the Southern Region and the Cork Metropolitan Area.
	

	Compact Growth and Housing
	· Recognise Kilbarry as a strategic residential led development area.
· Designate the Docklands/Tivoli as strategic, residential-led development areas of regional significance and support the relocation of Goulding’s Seveso facility from Cork Docklands and the three Seveso sites from Tivoli as critical enabling requirement for regeneration, including safeguarding strategic locations in the wider metropolitan area for their relocation.
· Support medium to higher densities within walking distance of existing and planned services.
· Significant investment in infrastructure and large-scale apartment building is need in Cork.
· Focus on regeneration of neglected urban areas in Cork city including North Main Street, Shandon, Blackpool village and other areas experiencing long term vacancy or underinvestment.
· Strategic importance of MTU lands at Bishopstown and as a priority location for large scale sustainable student accommodation.
· That housing landbanks at Ringwood/Stoneview to be identified as key Transport Orientated Development (TOD) opportunities.
	28, 29,
36, 85,
87, 99,
106



	Cork MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Water Services
	· Support the Draft Cork Wastewater Strategy which will deliver a sustainable drainage strategy for the Cork Metropolitan Area up to 2080 and identifies preferred solutions to improve treatment capacity and
network performance, with investments prioritised.
	69

	Energy
	· The delivery of growth within the metropolitan area must be aligned with the timely provision and safeguarding of electricity infrastructure to support compact growth, regeneration and sustainable transport.
	83

	Climate
	· The MASP should align with Cork’s designation as an EU Mission: Climate-Neutral and Smart City and support large scale decarbonisation projects.
	28

	Recreational facilities
	· Specific concerns regarding housing proposed for Moneygourney, Douglas, which should be safeguarded for sports and recreational uses.
	42




	Limerick-Shannon MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Governance and Coordination
	· Support moving beyond the existing boundary and recognising the wider Limerick-Shannon economic functional zone including the complimentary functions of Shannon-Foynes Port and the
Shannon Estuary.
	103,
112,
136

	Spatial Strategy
	· Limerick Shannon MASP should articulate a clear spatial strategy for the metropolitan
area, including the identification of key
	107,
135



	Limerick-Shannon MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	growth corridors, strategic development locations, and the integration of employment, housing and transport
planning across administrative boundaries.
	

	Structure and Content
	· Meeting the MASP ambition will require reorientation of policy categories and better communication in how regional planning affects, and is shaped by the public (University of Limerick's 1:500 Limerick City Model housed in the CityLab, is cited as a good example of this). Critical functions such as transport, education and health are administered nationally, which is the largest constraint on the delivery of compact, sustainable and equitable
growth. Recommends six alternative policy categories: Development of Neighbourhoods; Continuity of the Urban Fabric;. Collectivity and Shared Identity; Natural Infrastructure; Creating a Region of Health and Harnessing Intelligence and
Creativity.
	135

	Land Use and Transportation
	· Supports the integration and land-use and transportation policy with the success of public transport and active travel depending on the creation of compact,
connected and mixed-use communities.
	67

	Placemaking
	· The RSES and MASP should reinforce the national policy shift set out in the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS) toward streets that balance movement with placemaking, social interaction and accessibility, reallocation of road space and reduced dependence on
private car commuting.
	67

	Creating Sustainable Communities
	· The MASP should explicitly support the development of “15-minute
neighbourhoods” across the metropolitan
	67, 135



	Limerick-Shannon MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	area, ensuring residents can access schools, healthcare, retail, recreation and public transport within a short walk or cycle from home.
· Creating sustainable communities does not simply involve housing output, but the creation of well-designed, liveable and distinctive places that support everyday life. It also supports integrating principles of good urban design and the quality of the built environment.
· Regeneration areas such as Moyross, Southill and King’s Island / St. Mary’s Park; the Docklands; and the city centre, alongside the continued development of suburbs such as Mungret, Raheen and Annacotty, presents an opportunity to demonstrate how compact growth can be delivered in a manner that is both attractive and sustainable.
· Locations such as Ballysimon, Raheen, Annacotty and Shannon offer significant potential to evolve existing employment and residential areas into more complete, mixed-use communities, supported by appropriate infrastructure and design-led
planning.
	

	Public Transport (Rail and Bus Connects)
	· Submissions strongly advocate for an ambitious vision to deliver an integrated public transport system for the Limerick-Shannon MASP, as part of its land use and transportation strategy.
· They highlight the importance of progressing a high-capacity metropolitan rail system, including the rail link to Shannon Airport as well as new stations such as Moyross and Ballysimon. The
MASP should identify additional rail
	2, 5,
52, 59,
67, 82,
89, 98,
112,
130,
135,
136,
137



	Limerick-Shannon MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	stations to those identified in the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy) and designate areas surrounding these stations as primary locations for growth.
· Much of the core rail infrastructure required to support a metropolitan commuter rail network is already in place with operational lines serving Ennis/Galway, Nenagh/Ballybrophy and Limerick Junction - along with the Limerick to Foynes railway.
· Submissions also support the delivery of BusConnects Limerick and raise concerns
over delays to its delivery.
	

	Active Travel
	· Walkable and cycle-friendly neighbourhoods should be the default approach to new development, with priority given to pedestrians and cyclists in the design of streets and public spaces. This includes the delivery of continuous, high-quality walking and cycling routes linking key locations such as the University of Limerick, Limerick city centre, Moyross, Caherdavin, Castletroy, Ballysimon, Roxboro, Southill, Annacotty, Raheen and Shannon.
· Over-provision of car parking should be resisted.
· The LS-MASP should commit to delivery of: a fully connected metropolitan cycling network; protected routes on all key urban corridors; orbital and cross-city links; safe school routes, and interurban cycling connections; universal accessibility; inclusive street design; safe infrastructure for vulnerable users; and affordable
mobility options.
	67, 135



	Limerick-Shannon MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Transport Oriented Development
	· The MASP should make Transport Oriented Development (TOD) a central spatial policy and identify priority transport-oriented development locations across the metropolitan area.
	2, 82,
87,
135,
136,
137.

	Northern Distributor Road
	· Submissions highlight the need for targeted road improvements in particular the Northern Distributor Road (LNDR). The role of the LNDR in connecting higher education centres and research and innovation was highlighted, as well as its role in improving accessibility to less advantaged communities and delivery of
the “Limerick Knowledge Corridor”.
	52, 59,
136

	Blue and Green Infrastructure
	· The Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area benefits from exceptional natural assets, including the River Shannon, its estuary, and an expanding network of parks and greenways. The MASP should ensure that these assets are integrated into the everyday life of communities, with safe and direct access from residential areas, and that new development contributes to the creation of a connected network of
green and blue infrastructure.
	135

	Education/Learning City
	Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board submits the following:
· Supports Limerick Learning City Initiative.
· Supports providing inclusive, accessible pathways to education, youth services, and community training which are easily accessible and located close to public transport nodes or within active travel zones.
· Can assist in identifying Community National Schools, post primary Community Colleges and further education/training
centres and how the MASP aligns with
	130



	Limerick-Shannon MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	localised growth targets focused on compact and sustainable development.
	

	Climate Change and Resilience
	· Need for a broader and more integrated approach within the MASP to climate change and climate resilience, ensuring that climate considerations are embedded across all aspects of the spatial strategy, including land use, transport, infrastructure and the built environment. In terms of climate resilience, the Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area is particularly exposed to risks associated with climate change, including flooding, coastal and estuarine
impacts.
	135

	Employment Areas
	· The MASP should take a more strategic approach to the location of future employment growth, particularly in relation to large-scale industrial and FDI-led development. Locations such as Annacotty, Ballysimon, Raheen and Shannon are already established as key employment centres within the metropolitan area and are well placed to accommodate further expansion. In planning for this growth, it will be important to align the location of new employment development with the
emerging metropolitan transport structure.
	135

	City Centre Vibrancy and Regeneration
	Submissions raised concerns regarding the social and economic vibrancy of Limerick City Centre, and impacts on its attractiveness and quality of place. Issues and recommendations included:
· The importance of delivering a greater proportion of new housing within the city centre, and high quality and varied tenures, should be strongly supported.
· Commercial vacancy and the closure of retail premises is on an ongoing challenge and
fundamentally undermine the city centre as a
	5, 59,
98 136



	Limerick-Shannon MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	
	destination, and an emphasis should be placed on the role of the Night-Time Economy.
· Major redevelopment projects will be critical in acting as a catalyst for regeneration, but needs to be supported by smaller scale activation and improvements.
· A concentration of social support services within the city centre can compound other
challenges.
	

	Role of retail in the city centre
	· Recognise that the role of retail within city centres has undergone fundamental structural change with the growth of online retail and changing consumer behaviour. The extent to which retail can act as the primary driver of city centre vitality has reduced and there is a need to look at more sustainable forms of urban regeneration and wider mix of uses such as residential, office, cultural and community uses. There is also an opportunity for adaptive reuse of existing
buildings.
	135

	Mungret
	· Concern relating to the amount of houses being constructed in Mungret without proper services, amenities and open space
being delivered close by.
	6

	Colbert Quarter
	· Supports recognition of Colbert Quarter as a sustainable mixed use city quarter with
an enhanced transport interchange.
	87

	Cleeves Riverside
	· Removal of Strategic Employment Location designation from the Cleeves
Riverside site.
	24

	Arthur’s Quay
	· Request that Arthur's Quay be recognised as a strategic regeneration site to support
high-density, mixed-use development.
	98



	Limerick-Shannon MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Shannon Town and Business Park
	· Submissions highlight the role and potential of Shannon Town within the metropolitan area and the wider Mid-West, including: need to improve the perception of Shannon Town as a place to live and visit; deliver the Shannon Town Masterplan and Flood Relief Scheme to enable infrastructure and development; recognise Shannon as a national strategic growth centre; and recognise the importance and role of Shannon Business Park as an employment location of national importance, and hub for key emerging industries, particularly in aviation related
activities.
	89,
112,
136

	Shannon Airport
	· Submissions highlight the importance of Shannon Airport as a key national gateway, and in particular as a transatlantic gateway for the Region and west of Ireland. It should be given greater weight in the MASP and RSES as critical national infrastructure, with references to its role as the only long-haul capable airport outside Dublin. Its uncongested capacity, long runway, and US preclearance facility in supporting trade, tourism and FDI is under-leveraged. Its sustainable growth as a matter of national competitiveness should be recognised, with greater support for its role in international connectivity. Concerns are also expressed over the poor level of public transport connectivity to the airport, with the need for significantly improved bus connections in the near term. Some submissions also mention the importance of localised road improvements and improved regional road
connectivity.
	89,
112,
127,
136



	Limerick-Shannon MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub
No.

	Shannon Airport Rail Link
	· The Shannon Airport Rail Link should be recognised as a key priority, and project of national significance.
	2, 89,
112,
136

	Limerick Docklands
	· Shannon Foynes Port Company (SFPC) states that in addition to the Port of Foynes, consideration must also be given to the Port of Limerick and its role within a developing Limerick City. While alternative uses in Limerick Docklands is supported, including the regeneration and adaptive reuse of Bannatyne Mill in accordance with the Limerick Docklands Framework Strategy, prepared by SFPC, these can only be promoted where they can co-exist with the operations of a commercial port. The Limerick Docklands Framework Strategy
should be supported in the MASP.
	94

	Shannon Estuary
	· Submissions highlighted the role and potential of the Shannon Estuary as a renewable energy hub which should be explicitly recognised as a strategic national asset in contributing to national climate
ambitions and energy security.
	2, 11,
2789,
112,
136

	LNG facility
	· Supports the introduction of a commercial
LNG facility to create local employment.
	27

	Shannon Estuary
	· RSES and MASP should strengthen support for the Strategic Integrated Framework Plan for the Shannon Estuary and support a balanced approach to energy security
and energy transition.
	121



	Waterford MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub No.

	Vision / General
	· Supports UNESCO Learning City designation for Waterford to help build a shared regional identity.
· SETU is a critical anchor institution for Waterford and the region's prosperity, with transformed higher education provision positioned as a gamechanger for talent retention.
· The Waterford MASP needs to plan for the predicted rise in the older population.
· Reposition Waterford as a city of scale driving South-East growth, serving as a credible platform for influencing national investment and delivering a prioritised, investment-led framework.
· MASP should be cross-sectoral, aligning local authorities, state agencies, and infrastructure providers around a single coordinated investment approach with clear sequencing tied to development phasing.
· Require cross-boundary coordination between Waterford and Kilkenny, including alignment of sectoral agencies (Regional Health Area, ETBs, transport authorities) reporting to the Southern Regional Assembly,
· Metropolitan area must be redefined beyond administrative boundaries to reflect Waterford's real economic and spatial geography.
	14, 18,
76, 113,
128

	Housing
	· Promote a plan-led approach to compact growth, ensuring that new development and delivery of sustainable communities are integrated with transport infrastructure and social infrastructure.
· Provide for high-quality public realm and
green infrastructure.
	86, 128



	Waterford MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub No.

	
	· Significant additional annual housing output is required to achieve the NPF/RSES/MASP growth targets to rebalance growth away from Dublin and requires a significant investment in infrastructure in Waterford.
	

	Quality of Place
	The MASP should support city centre and town centre regeneration as drivers of economic vitality and employment.
	128

	Transport Oriented Development
	TOD has a strategic role to play in new residential development and community facilities.
	14, 28

	Transport
	· Need for credible, time-bound connectivity commitments to improved internal regional connectivity to ensure citizens across the South East can access University Hospital Waterford, SETU Waterford, Waterford Airport, and other key urban services, alongside the intercity rail improvements.
· Upgrade key road corridors connecting the South East’s population centres to Waterford city, to dual carriageway standard.
· Reopen the Waterford to Rosslare rail line for passenger services, ahead of the current 2040 horizon, with an interim programme of bus connectivity on the corridor. Also support a commuter rail service between Waterford and Kilkenny and inter-regional rail services between Waterford and Limerick.
· Deliver the committed Dublin to Waterford rail improvements from the All-Island Strategic Rail Review within the first half of the strategy period, targeting a sub-90-minute Dublin to Waterford journey.
· Complete the North Quays transport interchange as an intermodal hub, with rail,
bus, and active travel connections.
	20, 86,
113, 128



	Waterford MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub No.

	
	· Prioritise a modal shift towards sustainable transport and active travel.
· Promote Park & Ride facilities.
· Support infill and brownfield development.
· Protect Strategic Lands - Lands within and close to the existing urban cores and transport nodes are of strategic importance.
· Support ’15-Minute City’ concept
· Commitment for Waterford BusConnects BusConnects.
· Support the provision of a third and fourth river crossing in conjunction with an outer orbital road to provide an infrastructure-led context for concentric city growth.
· Prioritise improvements to the N25 and N24.
· Support for the development of Waterford Port and Waterford Airport as strategic infrastructure.
	

	Economy and Employment
	· Prioritise strategic employment locations and the development of the North Quays Strategic Employment Zone.
· Support offshore renewable energy supply chains; green construction and retrofitting industries and circular economy and resource efficiency initiatives.
· Commit to securing the HEA programme allocations and capital funding required for SETU to commence initial Teacher Training; a structured development pathway for undergraduate medical education at SETU Waterford in partnership with University Hospital Waterford and a dedicated SETU capital investment envelope.
· Investment in education and skills infrastructure should be recognised as a foundational pillar of the next MASP.
	14, 50,
110, 113,
128



	Waterford MASP

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub No.

	Environment
	Place climate action, environmental protection and enhancement at the core of the MASP, including a network of green and blue spaces and supporting the transition to a low-carbon and resource-efficient metropolitan area. Proposed upgrades to wastewater infrastructure as set out in the Waterford City Wastewater Treatment Plan (WWTP) should be included.
	69, 128

	Social and Cultural Infrastructure
	· Prioritise the coordinated delivery of social and cultural infrastructure alongside population and economic growth recognising Waterford’s designation as a Healthy City.
· Waterford must also strengthen its role as a Regional Service Hub for the South-East with investment in advanced healthcare facilities, third level and research infrastructure, regional cultural assets (theatres, museums, event spaces), investment in libraries and creative spaces, major sports and recreation facilities and a series of multifunctional
community hubs.
	14, 18,
50, 110,
128



	Investment Implementation and Monitoring

	Sub-theme
	Issue
	Sub No.

	Stronger Implementation and Governance Mechanisms
	· Submissions highlight the importance of much stronger and effective implementation and governance mechanisms for the RSES and for the MASPs. Current structures are resulting in poor coordination and unclear responsibility across public bodies, resulting in delays to infrastructure delivery and delivery of priorities. Submissions highlight the role of the RSES and the Regional Assemblies in supporting effective implementation and delivery mechanisms, and the potential for models including housing and infrastructure delivery oversight or co-ordinations groups.
	2, 10,
20,
28, 29,
49, 54,
60, 75,
82, 87,
107,
119,
125,
136

	Aligning Infrastructure with housing and Economic Growth
	· RSES should establish a plan-led approach which aligns infrastructure investment with projected housing and employment priorities, enabling early and coordinated
investment.
	2, 29,
89, 98,
125,
136

	Infrastructure Prioritisation for Housing
	· RSES should prioritise infrastructure which directly enables housing delivery, in particular those which unlock areas of
strategic development.
	2, 29,
89,
125

	Monitoring and Implementation
	· RSES needs to be supported by clear, delivery focused, monitoring framework with clear actions, timelines and responsibilities. RPOs should be written in a clear and concise manner which ensure
they are measurable and quantifiable.
	2, 29,
49,
125,
129,
136

	Balance of Capital Investment
	· Submissions noted the imbalance in the distribution of infrastructure investment nationally, and the importance for this funding to align with the NPF, particularly with regard to the objective for balanced regional growth and growth targets for the
region.
	89, 98,
112,
136
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	01
	Aaron O'Doherty
	Individual
	

	02
	Imago Puma
	Individual
	

	03
	Patrick J Griffin
	Individual
	

	04
	Maurice Egan
	Individual
	

	05
	Eilís Walsh
	Individual
	

	06
	Pauline Leahy
	Individual
	

	07
	David Barton
	Individual
	

	08
	Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
	Government Department
	

	09
	Joe Lynch
	Elected Representative
	

	10
	Maritime Area Regulatory Authority
	Public Body
	

	11
	New Fortress Energy
	Industry and Commerce
	

	12
	Bluett and O’Donoghue
	Industry and Commerce
	

	13
	Waterford Older People's Council
	Community Organisation
	

	14
	Waterford Older People's Council
	Community Organisation
	

	15
	Cork Cycling Campaign
	Community Organisation
	

	16
	Office of Public Works
	Public Body
	

	17
	Department of Climate Energy and the Environment
	Government Department
	

	18
	South East Technological University
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	19
	The Heritage Council
	Public Body
	



	No.
	Name
	Type
	Link

	20
	TFI Local Link Waterford
	Public Body
	

	21
	Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly
	Public Body
	

	22
	Cllr Michael Foley
	Elected Representative
	

	23
	Lukasz Krapiec
	Individual
	

	24
	Limerick Twenty Thirty Strategic Development DAC (LTT)
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	25
	Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht
	Government Department
	

	26
	Intertrade Ireland
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	27
	Patrick Horgan
	Individual
	

	28
	Cork Chamber
	Industry and Commerce
	

	29
	Glenveagh Homes Ltd
	Industry and Commerce
	

	30
	Paul Joyce
	Individual
	

	31
	Trinity College Dublin
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	32
	Irish Green Building Council
	NGO
	

	33
	Dark Sky Ireland
	NGO
	

	34
	Kilkenny and Carlow Education and Training Board (KCETB)
	Public Body
	

	35
	Tipperary County Council
	Local Authority
	

	36
	Munster Technological University
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	37
	Hedgerows Ireland
	NGO
	

	38
	Transport Infrastructure Ireland
	Public Body
	

	39
	FuturEnergy Ireland
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	



	No.
	Name
	Type
	Link

	40
	Hugh James Killen
	Individual
	

	41
	Lee to Sea Greenway Committee
	Community Organisation
	

	42
	Moneygourney Residents Association
	Community Organisation
	

	43
	Moneygourney Residents Association
	Community Organisation
	

	44
	Tesco Ireland
	Industry and Commerce
	

	45
	An Post
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	46
	Carlow County Council
	Local Authority
	

	47
	Irish Concrete Federation
	Industry and Commerce
	

	48
	National Transport Authority
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	49
	Ianród Éireann
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	50
	Waterford and Wexford Education and Training Board
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	51
	DAA Plc
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	52
	Technological University of the Shannon (TUS)
	Public Body
	

	53
	Roisin Markham
	Individual
	

	54
	Tramore House Regional Design Office
	Industry and Commerce
	

	55
	SSE Airtricity
	Industry and Commerce
	

	56
	University College Cork
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	57
	Waterford Chamber
	Industry and Commerce
	

	58
	Lidl Ireland
	Industry and Commerce
	

	59
	Tiernan Properties
	Industry and Commerce
	



	No.
	Name
	Type
	Link

	60
	FEASTA — the Foundation for the Economics of Sustainability
	NGO
	

	61
	Cork City Council
	Local Authority
	

	62
	Department of Enterprise Tourism and Employment
	Government Department
	

	63
	Kilkenny County Council
	Local Authority
	

	64
	Harmony Solar Ireland Limited
	Industry and Commerce
	

	65
	Bord Na Mona
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	66
	The Irish Waste Management Association (IWMA)
	Industry and Commerce
	

	67
	Limerick Cycling Campaign
	Community Organisation
	

	68
	Údarás na Gaeltachta
	Public Body
	

	69
	Uisce Eireann
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	70
	MKO Planning & Environmental Consultants
	Industry and Commerce
	

	71
	Irish Bioenergy Association
	NGO
	

	72
	Wind Energy Ireland
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	73
	Perigus Energy
	Industry and Commerce
	

	74
	Tom Phillips + Associates (On behalf of unknown major retail
warehouse developer)
	Industry and Commerce
	

	75
	Tipperary County Council,
(N24 Cahir to Limerick Junction & Oola Transport Project)
	Local Authority
	


	76
	South East Technological University
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	


	77
	IBEC
	Industry and Commerce
	


	78
	Dr Lorraine Darcy
	Individual
	


	79
	University College Cork
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	[image: ]



	No.
	Name
	Type
	Link

	80
	Sport Ireland
	Public Body
	

	81
	Office of the Planning Regulator
	Public Body
	

	82
	Transport and Mobility Forum, Limerick
	Community Organisation
	

	83
	ESB
	Public Body
	

	84
	Friends of the Irish Environment
	NGO
	

	85
	Transport and Mobility Forum Cork
	Community Organisation
	

	86
	Transport and Mobility Forum, Waterford
	Community Organisation
	

	87
	Land Development Agency
	Public Body
	

	88
	Department of Transport
	Government Department
	

	89
	Shannon Airport Group
	Industry and Commerce
	

	90
	John Fox
	Individual
	

	91
	Department of Finance
	Government Department
	

	92
	Bridget Ginnity
	Community Organisation
	

	93
	Tom Neville
	Individual
	

	94
	Shannon Foynes Port Company
	Industry and Commerce
	

	95
	An Taisce
	Public Body
	

	96
	Joe Cooney (TD)
	Elected Representative
	

	97
	Gas Networks Ireland
	Industry and Commerce
	

	98
	Limerick Twenty Thirty Strategic Development DAC (LTT)
	Industry and Commerce
	

	99
	Cork City Public Participation Network
	Community Organisation
	



	No.
	Name
	Type
	Link

	100
	JSA Planning
	Industry and Commerce
	

	101
	Cllr. Pat Hayes
	Elected Representative
	

	102
	Jerry O'Connell
	Individual
	

	103
	Tarbert Development Association Clg
	Community Organisation
	

	104
	Cllr. Dan Boyle
	Elected Representative
	

	105
	Mid-West National Road Design Office, Limerick City & County Council, N/M20 Cork to Limerick
Project
	Public Body
	

	106
	Clockstrike Ltd
	Industry and Commerce
	

	107
	Limerick City and County Council - Mid-West Regional Enterprise Plan
	Local Authority
	

	108
	Kerry County Council
	Local Authority
	

	109
	Clare County Council
	Local Authority
	

	110
	Waterford and Wexford Education & Training Board
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	111
	Limerick City and County Council
	Local Authority
	

	112
	Shannon Chamber
	Industry and Commerce
	

	113
	Waterford Chamber
	Industry and Commerce
	

	114
	Western Development Commission
	Public Body
	

	115
	Bord Iascaigh Mhara
	Public Body
	

	116
	Damien J Stack
	Individual
	

	117
	Wexford County Council
	Local Authority
	

	118
	Bord Gáis Energy
	Industry and Commerce
	



	No.
	Name
	Type
	Link

	119
	IDA Ireland
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	120
	Environmental Protection Agency
	Public Body
	

	121
	Maurice Joseph Corridan
	Individual
	

	122
	Irish Bioeconomy Foundation (IBF)
	Industry and Commerce
	

	123
	Energia
	Industry and Commerce
	

	124
	Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
	Government Department
	

	125
	Construction Industry Federation
	Industry and Commerce
	

	126
	Siga-Hydro Ltd
	Industry and Commerce
	

	127
	American Chamber of Commerce Ireland
	Industry and Commerce
	

	128
	Waterford City and County Council
	Local Authority
	

	129
	South West Regional Enterprise Plan
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	130
	Limerick and Clare Education and Training Board
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	131
	Department of Education and Youth
	Government Department
	

	132
	The Port of Cork Company
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	133
	Enterprise Ireland
	Public Body
	

	134
	Tascfhórsa Uíbh Ráthaigh
	Community Organisation
	

	135
	University of Limerick School of Architecture Intelligence Unit
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	136
	Limerick Chamber
	Industry and Commerce
	

	137
	Brian Leddin
	Individual
	

	138
	Bioregioning South East Ireland
	Industry and Commerce
	



	No.
	Name
	Type
	Link

	139
	Statkraft
	Industry and Commerce
	

	140
	BeWelcome International Group
	Community Organisation
	

	141
	Dr Darren McAdam-O'Connell
	Individual
	

	142
	Cork County Council (Sustainable Travel Unit)
	Local Authority
	

	143
	EirGrid
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
	

	144
	Cork County Council
	Local Authority
	

	145
	Cork City Public Participation Network
	Semi State/ Other Public Institutions
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